Benson- 
Kirkpatrick 
Edition. 



AMERICAN 




§0CIAUST 



OUR TICKET THIS YEAR 

For President 
ALLAN L. BENSON 
For Vice-President 
GEORGE R. KIRKPATRICK 



VOL. II. NO. 50. 



.304 



CHICAGO, SATURDAY, JUNE 24, 1916 



60c per year; ll^per rear outside United States; 25c for 40 week* in Clubs of 4 or more except in Chicago 



Fifty Thousand Cheer Campaign's Start 



WE HAVE entered the fight for this year. Fifty thousand throats cheered the be- 
ginning of the 1916 Socialist national campaign at Riverview Park, Chicago, Sun- 
lay, June 18. While the throngs were applauding the Socialist candidates, at Chicago's 
big amusement resort, the party national executive committee was working on the 1916 
national platform and making ambitious plans for the campaign. It may be possible to 
publish the proposed draft of the platform next week, in addition to the details of the 
work outlined for this year's gigantic struggle against the political forces of capitalism. 
The speakers at the monster demonstration that marked the opening of the national 
campaign were Presidential Candidate Allan L. Benson, Vice Presidential Candidate 
George R. Kirkpatrick, Seymour Stedman, Illinois candidate for governor, and the two 
Chicago Socialist aldermen, William E. Rodriguez and John C. Kennedy. Here is what 
Benson said: 

ADDRESS OF ALLAN L. BENSON. 
Socialist Candidate For President. . 

COMRADES of the Socialist Party, and 
citizens of Chicago: A few moments 
ago I met a very insistent young man, whom 
I am compelled to believe is a typical citizen 
of the United States. He came to me while 
I was doing some work, and in less time 
than I can tell it had gotten me out of the 
meeting where I was, and whisked me out 
here in a machine, nearly running down four 
or five persons in the process. I say that he 
is a typical American, because I think it is 
a characteristic of the American citizen that 
he wants results quickly when he starts out. 
He is impatient of delay, and must have re- 
sults. 

I think that desire to get quick results 
is shown particularly in our political activi- 
ties. No American, if he knows himself, will 
ever engage in any political undertaking 
that he is not, in his own mind, confident 
will produce the desired results in a very 
short time. That is why the great majority 
of the American voters will have little or 
nothing to do with the Socialist Party. They 
want speed — they want results. Socialism, 
is too slow. 

The other day I ran across some very 
significant information with regard to that 
form of political rapid transit that 
we. get from the Republican and the 
Democratic parties. Down in Washing- 
ton there is a Public Health Bureau. That 
Bureau from time to time issues bulletins with 
regard to the physical condition of the people of 
the country. A few weeks ago Bulletin Number 76} 
signed by one of the doctors under the Surgeon 
General, was issued, which declared that investiga- 
tions made by the government proved that no 
family can keep in physical condition — that is to say, 
avoid physical deterioration — unless it is in receipt 
of an annual income, of at least $800. This report 
goes on also to state that more than half of the 
workingmen's families in the United States have an 
average annual income of less than $750; one third 
of the families of American working men have an- 
nual incomes of less than $500; and one family out 
of twelve among the families of the American 
working men, has an annual income of only $300 
a year. 

* * * * 

WORKERS DON'T GET FOOD ENOUGH. 

NOW, we have been voting in this country for 
about 127 years. We have never elected a Socialist 
administration. We have always taken one or an- 
other of the capitalist rapid-transit political routes. 
These various administrations who have served us 
have always assured us at the expiration of their 
periods of service that they have performed miracles 
of service for the American people; that they have 
done this, that and the other thing, in the way of 
serving us. 

Now, let us do a little calculating here. In what 
condition was the working class of this country 127 
years ago, if we have been constantly improving by 
our rapid-transit political methods for 127 years, 
and more than half of us cannot get enough to eat, 
and one-third of us have only $500 a year for our 
whole families, and one family in twelve has only 
$300 a year? The physical deterioration which is 
produced by insufficient and poor food produces its 



inevitable effects upon our physical structure. Proof 
of it— very concrete proof of it — is furnished in the 
experience of our medical examiners in considering 
applicants for admission into the United States 
army. A few months ago Congress passed a law 
providing for the increase of our standing army to 
the extent of 20,000 men. In the first 57 days during 
which enlistments were in progress there were 
30,000 applications for admission into the army. 
Those applicants were examined by the medical 
examiners — who are not Socialists — nor had they 
anything to do with the drawing up of the report 
of which I have spoken, which shows that more 
than half of the families are not getting enough to 
keep their bodies in good condition. Yet, what did 
those medical examiners find ? They found that four 
out of every five of those young men of this coun- 
try were in such physical condition that they could 
not pass our army requirements. That is the kind 
of rapid transit we have got from the old parties. 
* * * * 

NOTHING TO BE PROUD OF. 
NOW, YOU . do not want to stop to consider 
Socialism, because you are in too much of a hurry 
to do that. How long do you think it is going to 
take you to get anywhere politically along the route 
you are taking? If we could go back and consult 
our great grandfathers now — and I presume that 
most of us here had at one time great grandfathers 
— do you suppose that they would look upon us 
with pride if they were to learn that in 127 years, 
during which there had been the most wonderful 
progress in invention and science, the most wonder- 
ful progress in those methods and processes which 
enable us to produce wealth cheaply, we had only 
reached a point where less than half ' of our working 
men could get enough to eat ? What would our great 
grandfathers say of our wisdom and our success 
if we were to tell them that? Would they be proud 
of us? Would they have any reason to be? In those 
days, the days of our great grandfathers — if we 
can take the word of men like Benjamin Franklin 
for it,— they had enough to eat. Franklin tells us 
that times were good during the period of the 
Articles of Confederation, which immediately pre- 
ceded our Constitution; and that men had at that 
time enough to eat. True, they did not have the 
"movies" and they did not have some of our modern 
conveniences and luxuries; 'but they did have one 
thing which was at that time a necessity, but which 
is becoming now almost a luxury; and that was food 
and shelter. (Applause.) 

"K * * * 

DEMOCRATIC PROMISES FRUITLESS. 
NOW, I would like to say this in conclusion, 
before I go back to my job: The Democratic plat- 
form, if ^6u will look at it carefully, cites the fact 
that all of the measures for which Mr. Wilson stood 
four years ago, when he was first a candidate, have 
been enacted into law. I may say, in a parenthetical 
manner, that I believe Mr. Wilson, so far as carry- 
ing out platform pledges is concerned, has kept 
faith in a manner in which few presidents have kept 
faith. But I think that the extent to which he has 
kept faith i is the best possible proof of the im- 
potence of his program. He has put his program 
into practice, but we have the demonstration before 
us that it is worthless. Times were bad and con- 
tinued bad, notwithstanding his political program, 
until that awful calamity in Europe presented such 
a market to American goods that we were surfeited 
with wealth, and business was compelled to go ahead. 

I ask you, the next time you say that you can- 
not vote the Socialist ticket because you are in too 
much of a hurry for results to go to your family 
doctor. 

If you can get an assurance from him that you 
will live so long that Methuselah will seem like a 
child beside you, go on voting as you have been 
voting, and you may get what you want before 
you get thru. I thank you. (Applause.) 



Two Congressmen and Six Legislators, 
the Ambitions of Illinois for November 

ILLINOIS Socialists started their state campaign at the same time the national cam- 
paign got under way. For two days preceding the Riverview Park demonstration the 
Illinois Socialists had met in state convention and outlined plans that they hope will re- 
sult in a much strengthened party, the election of two Socialists to congress this fall, 
and the sending of six state legislators to Springfield. Seymour Stedman, elected to the 
state legislature in 1912; Candidate for mayor of Chicago in 1915, and at the present 
time engaged in defending Pittsburgh, Pa., Socialists and unionists against the Westing- 
house Electric Co., the Steel Trust and other huge corporations seeking to crush labor 
iu Western Pennsylvania, is the Illinois candidate for governor. Here is what he said 
at the opening of the campaign: 



ADDRESS OF SEYMOUR STEDMAN. 
Illinois 'Candidate For Governor. 

COMRADES of the Socialist Party: The 
people of the United States have been highly 
entertained during the last three weeks. The 
entertainment started with a tremendous proces- 
sion in New York. Gay patriots walked up and 
down the streets. At the head of that procession 
were millionaires, so old that they could not pos- 
sibly be called upon for military duty. They were 
the greatest patriots in the procession. 

One of them was a lawyer who, during the 
War of the Rebellion, hired a substitute to go to 
the front in his place. At the present time he is far 
over sixty years of age, far past the time when he 
can be called upon for military service, and now 
he believes in ammunition, in preparedness, and 
upon slight provocation, he believes in war. 
* * * * 

RIDE IN PULLMAN CARS AT LAST. 

WE HAD a tremendous procession here in Chi- 
cago. There were clerks from SiegeL Cooper & 
Company in line. Their shoes were poor, badly 
worn, and many of them were poorly clothed. 

I think we might suggest to Siegel, Cooper & 
Company that their first step in preparation should 
be to make proper clothing accessible to their help. 
Marshall Field & Company lined up also their paid 
brigade. 

That was also true of the Stock Yards, and out 



in Pullman the same thing took place. Men there 
had Pullman cars placed at their service, and they 
rode down town to join tbt. parade. They had been 
building those cars for countless years, but most 
of them never had ridden in one until the day of 
that event. They at least now know how those 
cars look inside while they are in motion. 

us * * * 

BREED PATRIOTISM WITH THREATS. 

THE Socialists protest against a condition 
where great manufacturing concerns, industrial 
concerns and business concerns have to threaten to 
take their positions away from men and women for 
the purpose of arousing in them a love of country. 

If conditions do not bring about an affection, 
a regard and a loyalty, then we believe that condi- 
tions should be so changed that the great mass of 
men will have a real interest in their country, to 
fight for it and maintain it. 

We J^tte- that the only party which stands 
for peace "ls%i$e party that makes peace profitable. 
The only parity that can make peace pay is the 
party that stands for a system where there is no 
profit in warfare. 

We realize that the old parties, making divi- 
dends and profit the logical and natural result of 
warfare, stand as potential and 3ilent advocates 
of wholesale murder. 

We realize that they cannot talk peace, and at 

(Continued On Page Two, v Column Five.) 



FREEDOM FOR THE WORKING CLASS, THE ISSUE, VICE 
PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE POINTS OUT IN GREAT SPEECH 



ADDRESS BY GEORGE R. KIRKPATRICK 
Vice Presidential Candidate. 

COMRADES and Friends: It is most 
important that at this early stage in 
the present campaign we should with all 
possible clearness get in mind one matter, 
the one matter, of supreme importance in 
the conduct of a political campaign such as 
we always propose, a campaign, '"not of 
obscuration, but or education; and that one 
thing is this, precisely this, the issue. In 
all our speeches, editorials, leaflets, and 
pamphlets, the one big thing of superlative 
importance to be ever boldly and clearly 
thrust to the front is: the issue ,a clear idea 
of the issue. 

And thus I would announce my theme 
for this occasion. Later in the campaign I 
hope to have opportunity to speak more at 
length, but on this occasion, having been 
preceded by several speakers, I dare speak 
but briefly. Long or short, my speech shall 
be on the issue. 

* * * * 
WHAT IS THE ISSUE? 

WHAT I wish to discuss is: an answer 
to this following question; namely, In this 
campaign of the year 1916, here in the 
United States, What is the issue? 

What indeed is the issue? 

I am thoroly convinced that when the 
working class clearly understand what the 
real issue is they will utterly demolish those 
shameless political betrayers of the working 
class known as the Democratic party and as 
the Republican party and the Progressive 
party, and march straight into the light and 
welfare of a new order and a new era. 

I have here in my hand a newspaper 
containing the platforms of the Democratic 
party and of the Republican party. It seems 
that that piscatorial creation, the Progres- 
sive party, conceived at Oyster Bay in the 
brain of a shark, aid built on the architect- 
ural lines of a m vvfish, with the deserved 
fate of a OT.cicer,.k.noi likely to have a plat- 
form at all. So these highly elaborated para- 
graphs, covering a large newspaper page, 
constitute the platforms of those aged politi- 
cal bunk-pedlars that will be opposed to the 
Socialist party in the present campaign. I 
have read these platforms carefully. I have 
done so to the end that I might, if possible, 
discover what the Democratic party and the 
Republican party conceived to be the issue 
in the present campaign. They are truly 
wonderful documents in respect to this par- 
ticular matter, for with perfect cunning they 
successfully avoid any statement of the is- 
sue — indeed they do not even mention the 
issue. The truth is that they are documents 
for the concealment of the main issue. 

* * * * 

SEES THEM DOWN AND OUT. 

I SINCERELY believe that the man- 
agers, of the Democratic Party and the Re- 
publican Party, and the Progressive Party — 
and the capitalist class in general, are, them- 
selves, quite convinced that if anything were 
done that would distinctly reveal to the 
working class what the issue really is, the 
Democratic Party and the Republican Party 
and the Progressive would promptly be put 
out of business by the working class. (Ap- 
plause.) 

In all of the editorials in the present 
campaign appearing in the old party papers, 
and in all the news items covering many 
pages, week after week, there will not be at 
any time a statement of what the real issue 
is. I believe that the leaders of the capitalist 
class and of these capitalist parties know 
very well what the issue is. They will not 
permit their editors to reveal the issue. 
Under no circumstances must the real issue 
be made perfectly clear to the working class 
in this campaign, or any other campaign. 
That is the "unanimous judgment of the rul- 
ing class of America. 

Because of that situation, I want to talk 
on this question: What is the issue? 

Assume that you (pointing) are a So- 
cialist—as you probably are, — and assume 
that a Democrat or a Republican is standing 
right beside you, — a Democrat or a Repub- 
lican or perhaps a Progressive. Personally 
that man is probably just as nice a man as 
you are, and that is putting it rather 
strongly. (Laughter.) 

He may be just as excellent physically, 
mentally, socially and morally, and he may 
be just as good a mechanic as you are, and 
just as fine in his personal relations at home 
and with his neighbors; but until he sees as 
distinctly as you do what the issue is, or as 
distinctly as you ought to see what the issue 
is, he will never go with us, but with perfect 
gullibility he will continue to support those 
candidates who stand upon these platforms 
that are written primarily to conceal the is- 
sue. In other swords, there will be "nothing 
doing" — nothing effective doing — in the 
politics of the United States, for the work- 
ing class, until the working class understand 
just what the issue is. We shall have the 
trouble and expense of all our meetings and 
the strain of all our labor all for nothing, un- 
less our literature, and our speeches, our 



conversations in politics, our platforms, and 
all of our instruments, agencies and methods, 
are employed to make perfectly clear what 
the issue is. 

* * * * 
SOME FAKE ISSUES. 

NOW, another word on these platforms 
of the gold brick twins : (Don't be frightened 
— for I am not going to read these platforms 
— I want you to stay awakei) I wish simply 
to call your attention to what the Dem- 
ocratic Party and the Republican Party sug- 
gest as some of the so-called issues upon 
which you are invited to vote. They suggest 
that you vote on a whole sheaf of such 
questions as these: This country's policy to- 
ward Mexico; civil service reform; economy 
and budgets; rules for the United States 
Senate ; Pan-American affairs ; the army, the 
navy; merchant marine; "Americanism"; 
territories; international relations; and the 
Lord knows what else. (Laughter) . 

Well, perhaps that is overestimating 
omniscience. I doubt whether God knows 
what the old party politicians would willing- 
ly propose to the American voters. (Laugh- 
ter.) This bundle of bunk is simply things 
offered to the American people for the pur- 
pose of confusion. You and succeeding 
generations can vote on the Philippine quest- 
ion for a thousand years, and your lives will 
continue to be just what they are now. You 
can vote on civil service reform and a host 



struggle, if our industrial interests are fundamen- 
tally, all the same, then there is no excuse for tlu 
existence of -our working class political party. 
* * # * 

FREEDOM FOR LABOR* 

Rut regarded from the point-of-view of the 
working class the issue is: FREEDOM FOR THE 
WORKING CLASS. Because there are two classes 
and one of them is an enslaved class, and the issue 
for that class — our class — is Freedom. 

Now, let me explain a little more fully, please, 
what I mean by that. A farmer producing wheat 
has as his main issue, as a farmer, the production 
of a higher quality of wheat, wheat of a larger 
grain, wheat of a greater number of grains — more 
grains to the head and more head3 to the acre. 

The man who is raising horses as a horsa 
breeder has as a horse breeder, for his main pur- 
pose, or his main issue, the production of a horse 
of finer form, more speed, more power, better dis- 
position, better color, and so forth. 

But what are the working people most in- 
terested in? What is our chief interest? Well, I 
will tell you what I want, and I hope vou will agree 
with me. I WANT MORE LIFE. 

I want my life to be conducted iu-.d supported 
by the results of my own labor that I may live more 
years; and I want to live more each day.' In addi- 
tion to labor, I want leisure before I get sleepy. I 
want to enlarge my life and refine my life; I Want 
to make my life deeper; I want to make it more 
wholesome; I want to make it more sociable; I want 
to know the big things; I want to experience the 
finest emotions; I want my nature pleased and 
pleased daily by the finest products that the greatest 
women of all time have contributed to what they 
call civilization. I want life, and I want all of it, 
and I want it for a long time. I assume that is what 
you want. In contrast with this, let me tell you 

Protest Against Exchange of Amerioan 

Blood for Mexican Gold Sent to Wilson 



Here is the protest sent by the Socialist 
Party national executive committee in session in 
Chicago to President Wilson on the Mexican 
situation, declaring that American blood must 
not be sacrificed for Mexican gold: 

EXICO'S national wealth amounts to seven 
billion dollars. Of this wealth, four billions 
is owned, by Americans. The Socialist Party 
sees a connection between these facts and the fact 
that American interests for several years have 
been trying to force your administration to embroil 
the two countries in war, the evident purpose being 
the subjugation and annexation of a part of Mexico. 
We protest against the exchange of American blood 
for Mexican gold. Wc have what we believe is 
reliable information that Mexican raids upon Amer- 
ican territory are inspired by and paid for by 
American interests. We believe our frontier should 



of such things for a thousand more years, 
and your condition in life will continue to 
be just what it is now, — if you should live a 
thousand years. You can vote on any one of 
these things, or on all of them, as long as 
you live, and you will not change your es- 
sential condition in even the slightest degree. 

These platforms do indeed suggest 
something here about economic freedom; 
but I have read those two paragraphs con- 
taining what the Democrats say and what 
the Republicans say, and in neither platform 
in the plank on economic freedom is there 
any mention of the working class. Is that 
not strange? Well, no. It is not strange. 
These parties do not contemplate, they do 
not plan, freedom for the working class. 
They there discuss freedom, not for the 
working class, but for the business -men, — 
which means larger opportunities for the 
organization of greater units of capital to 
the end that exploitation may be more ef- 
fectively accomplished. The workers are not 
even mentioned under the head of economic 
freedom. When a paragraph headed "econom- 
ic freedom" is found as a plank of the Dem- 
ocratic platform or of the Republican plat- 
form or other capitalist platform a large and 
handsome hope is instantly produced — in the 
mind of the gullible. But some knowledge of 
the history and purpose of those political 
parties, always serving the ruling class, re- 
moves the possibility of being so easily de- 
ceived. So I was not surprised at all when 1 
found that the workers are not discussed at 

all, — not even mentioned under that heading. 

* * * * 

OUTLINING THE ISSUE. 

NOW, what is the issue? Let us just 
for a moment look at it historically. "Some 
thousands of years ago chattel slavery was 
the industrial system — and freedom from 
slavery was the issue. From the standpoint 
of the ruling class the issue was to continue 
as a ruling class, based upon the slavery of a work- 
ing class. That was true ten thousand years ago, 
five thousand years ago, two thousand years ago, 
and the same thing is true now. From their point of 
view, taking into consideration their interest, the 
issue with them was — and is — how to continue as 
a ruling class, having all the good things, and 
getting them out of the labor of the working class. 
But, of course, I am not here to talk about the issue 
as viewed by the ruling class. Ours is a working 
class movement. Ours is a working class effort. 
The victory that we seek is a working class victory. 
The issue, from the standpoint of the working class 
under slavery and under serfdom, was FREEDOM 
FOR THE WORKING CLASS; and the same is 
true today. 

The capitalist class know this very well. They 
know it so well that they try! to make us believe 
that there are no classes at all. That is a cunning 
way of obscuring the issue. If there are no classes, 
then there is no class struggle. If there is no class 



be protected, but we believe it should be protected 
by troops stationed upon our side of the Rio Grande. 
The Mexicans are a proud people. They have but 
to read the memoirs of our own General Grant to 
learn that in his opinion the United States once 
waged an unrighteous war against them and robbed 
them of half of their country. Naturally they resent 
the presence -of Americans on their soil now. 
Naturally they are suspicious. The Socialist Party 
believes they have abundant reason to be suspicious 
We demand the protection of our frontier by soldier; 
stationed only on the American side of the Rit 
Grande, but we also demand the capture of tlu 
Americans who have inspired Mexican raids across 
our border. 

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, 
SOCIALIST PARTY, 
Walter Lanfersiek, Secretary. 



now what the creed of the capitalist class is for the 
working class. Please remember it, will you? 

* * * * 

CREED OF RULING CLASS. 

THE CREED of the ruling class for the work- 
ing class is: A bare living is a fair wage. Let me 
say it again: A bare living is a fair wage. That 
means what? It means that when you working 
people are given sufficient wages for your !abor to 
provide yourselves with cheap clothing, cheap food, 
cheap shelter, and cheap furniture, you arc getting 
what you ought to have, and all that you ought to 
have, and that the life you live, struggling and 
toiling week after week, month after month and 
year after year for a bare livelihood, getting cheap 
clothing, cheap food, and cheap shelter for all the 
labor of your lives and your children's lives, is the 
life that you deserve, and when you get that you 
are getting all you ought to have. That is the view 
of the capitalist class. 

That was the same view held by the Egyptian 
masters of slaves: A bare living 13 sufficient. That 
was their view, — that a bare living" was sufficient 
for the ancient Egyptian slaves. 

That was the view of the slave-holding Greeks, 
the most highly cultivated people oi ancient times, 
—that a bare living, cheap clothing, cheap food and 
cheap shelter, was sufficient for slaves. 

That was under serfdom, the view of the land- 
lord who lived in a rastle on the hill, while his serfs 
dwelt down in the valley in huts, — the view that 
when a serf was permitted to have — pardon me, for 
I must repeat it again — cheap cothintf, che&p food 
and cheap shelter, he was getting all he ought t< 
have. 

And that is what the masters of the wage- 
earners believe now. The idea as to what a work- 
ing man ought to have, or a member of the 
working class ought to have, has not essentially 
changed since ih<i origin of the working class 
and of the ruling class. And more than (hat, 
IT NEVER WILL CHANGE UNTIL YOU 
CHANGE IT. (Applause.) 

* * * * 

KEEP THIS IN MIND. 

I WISH you would keep this in mind. MAST- 
ERS NEVER PLAN GREAT LIVES FOR 
SLAVES. Never. I know that may sound plati- 
tudinous, it sounds self-evident to all who are ac- 
quainted with human history, but at the risk of 
annoying some of you who know it better than I do, 
let me say it again: Masters never plan great lives 
for slaves, and they never will. The wage slave 
must plan his own life if he is ever going to have 
a life much above that of the horse, the ox, or the 
chattel slave. 

Now that brings me to the next thing I want 
to talii about. Three ideas, three concepts, taught 
by the ruling class thru the press, and the school, 
and on the platform, three concepts offered to the 
working class, have got to die. Until these three 
ideas — I might call them by courtesy ideas — , until 
these three notions are destroyed, the program will 
remain the same for the working class. 

What are these three ideas? They are: — The 
capitalist's idea of life for the worker., the capital- 
ist's idea of justice, and the capitalist's idea of free- 
dom. The fact is, as I have just explained somewhat, 
the capitalist nays: 

"Your life is now high enough. It is rich enough. 
You — the working class — have reached the level 
that you deserve." 

The capitalists do not plan anything more for 

" (Continued On Following Page.) 
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(Continued From Preceding Page.) 
you than you have now. And what does your life 
consist of now? Weil, I never saw some of you be- 
fore. A few of you I know personally. But this one 
thing I know about all of you: Your lives yesterday, 
your lives last week, your lives ten years ago, were 
composed of toil, toil, toil, on and on, giving up all 
your labor-power, all your energy, except just about 
enough — about sufficient— to get home from your 
place of labor. And that will be your life to-morrow. 
Toil, toil, toil. That was the sieve's life in ancient 
Egypt. That was the slave's life in ancient Greece 
and Rome. That was the ruler's idea of life for the 
working class. And that is the capitalist's idea of 
life, appropriate life, for the worker to-day. And 
that will continue to be the idea of Jife taught by 
the rulers to the workers for another thousand 
years, so far as they are able to accomplish it, — 
until you and you and you (pointing) help the 
workers get a different idea of what life ought to 
be. Until that time you will continue to have the 

life you have now — toil, toil, toil, until you die. 

* * * * 

CLEAR UP THIS IDEA. 

AND IN the public schools of Chicago the 
teachers teach your children that that is what the 
workers' life ought to be, essentially that. The 
school, the Church, the lecture platform and the 
drama are all used to perpetuate this idea of life 
for the workers in the minds of the working class. 
As long as this idea is accepted by the workers as 
appropriate for the workers — there will be nothing 
more on the program for the working class. One 
part of the work of our present campaign is to help 
clear up this idea and, by making perfectly clear 
the viciousness of the idea, utterly destroy its bale- 
ful power over the working class. 

Now the second idea we must clear up — and by 
clearing it up destroy it — is the capitalist's idea of 
justice. What is the capitalist's idea of justice? He 
says that you are being treated justly now; that 
what you get from day to day in your industrial 
life constitutes industrial justice for the workers. 
I want to illustrate the capitalist's idea of justice. 
The illustration will do more perhaps to clear it up 
than an hour's talk. 

We will go down here to State Street, inside of 
the loop, to a great big department store. That de- 
partment store is operated for profit, and for profit 
only. The welfare of the clerks is not considered. 
The welfare of the clerks' families is not considered. 
The purpose of conducting a big department store 
is profit for the ruling class. An advertisement is 
put in the paper for a clerk, a girl. She reports 
Monday morning for work in an endeavor to secure 
the job — and thus obtain some measures of life. She 
inquires of the man in charge what the work is 
and what the wages are. He tells her what she must 
do, and what the wages are. 

You know and I know that in many of these 
department stores in this country girls, even many 
grown women, are working for $3 a week. They 
were working for less than that in big stores in 
Buffalo not long ago. Fifty cents a day is what 
he will offer a girl of twelve or thirteen years of 
age in a store inside of the loop in Chicago to- 
morrow morning, even tho it is known that grim 
poverty has forced her to misrepresent her age — 
when she reports for work. 

If she says, "Why, I can't live on fifty cents a 
day. I have to pay car fare; I have to have food, 
I have no clothing, I must dress well in here, and 
1 have other expenses — I can't live on it," what will 
he say? 

Well, he will say to her, "If you don't want to 
work in this store, go down the street to the next 
store; that is all you will get down there. If you 
don't want to work on State Street, go over on 
Wabash Avenue, or Dearborn Street, or Clark 
Street. If you don't want to work for fifty cents a 
day in this town as a clerk, a beginning clerk, go to 
some other town — that is what you will get there". 
Thus east, west, north or south, the child is cornered. 
Necessity drives her up against a flint wall of hard 
realities. 

If the employer is asked about the matter or 
challenged concerning it, his answer will be this: 

"A thing is worth just what you can get for it 
when you go to sell it." 

That is taught us in every university in Amer- 
ica. That is taught in every college in America. 
That is taught in every high school in America. 
"A thing is worth just what you can get for it when 
you go to sell it". And he will say to the girl: "That 
is all your life is worth; that is all your labor power 
is worth for eight or tea hours; that is all you can 
get in Chicago; that is all you can get in the next 
town, and the thing is worth just what you can get 
for it when you go to sell it". 

* * * * 

HERE'S THE SITUATION. 

LOOK thus at the situation: A Christian cap- 
italist worth millions of dollars — a girl of thirteen 
up against a corporation, a corporation of ten or 
fifteen million dollars. Starvation behind her. She 
is helplessly poor, helpless because of her age, help- 
less because of her size, at a disadvantage because 
of her sex, helpless because of her ignorance, help- 
less because of her lack of experience — in every way 
she is helpless, and the capitalist, Christian or Jew, 
takes the lash of starvation, drives her up in the 
corner and lashes her, so to speak, on the bare 
shoulders with this whip of starvation, and com- 
pels the child to surrender. And if you ask him 
about it he will defend himself by saying: 

"A thing is worth just what you can get for 
it when you go to sell it." 

A twenty-million dollar corporation, and a thir- 
teen year old girl in the corner — and it is justice to 
pinch her life down to that level! That is a pretty 
fair illustration of the capitalist's concept of justice; 
and so long as the working class accept that or any- 
thing like that as justice, there will be nothing more 
on the program for the working class. 

* * * * 

DO YOU LIKE THAT? 

IF YOU like that sort of thing, vote the Dem- 
ocratic party ticket, or the Republican party ticket, 
or the Progressive ticket, for they all stand for the 
capitalist system and for this idea of justice. The 
issue is: Destruction, the utter destruction of that 
Idea of justice. (Applause.) 

There is another capitalist idea that must go — 
must be destroyed; namely, the capitalists' idea of 



freedom. If you ask the average capitalist in Amer- 
ica about freedom, and tell him that the Socialists 
are struggling for the freedom of the workers, he 
will say: 

"What is the matter with you? The workers 
of America are free now." 

And he will go on to explain that if you con- 
trast or compare the condition of the working man 
of America to-day with the condition of the working 
man in ancient Rome or Egypt, you will find that 
as compared with the working man in that day he 
is free. He will say, "Why, certainly we will admit 
that the ancient slave did not have freedom." He 
will say: 

"The chattel 3lave did not have human rights. 
He did not have even the right to live, the first 
right of all. The ancient slave-holder could legally 
kill a slave at will. He, the slave, did not have even 
human rights. He did not have civil rights; he 
could not sue and be sued; couldn't hold property. 
And he did not have political rights. He could not 
vote." 

And your modern capitalist will also repeat: 
"Of course the slave, the chattel slave was not 

free. But look at the American working man to-day. 

He is free now, gloriously, proudly free. He has 

the right to live; he has civil rights; and he has 

political rights." 

* * * # 

LET US EXAMINE TOILERS' RIGHTS. 

BUT LET us examine these rights a moment. 
You say the American working man has a right to 
live? Yes, he has the right to live — if he can get a 
job. (Laughter and applause.) 

With this damnable restriction he does indeed 
have the first of all rights, the right to live. He 
also has civil rights — he can sue and be sued. You 
bet he can. (Laughter.) And he has the right to 
hold property — if he can get any. And he has the 
right to be a witness in court — unless there is a 
millionaire on trial. So the capitalist will reiterate: 

"The worker is free now, the American working 
man is free indeed since he also has the great 
political right, the right to vote." 

Yes, the American working man, it is true, has 
the right to vote. Of course, he doesn't know how 
to use it yet, (Laughter and applause) but he has 
the right to vote if he wants to. So your American 
capitalist, with the audacity of a creature I do not 
like to describe, will boldly argue that the American 
wage earner not only has life and justice but that 
he is today a free person. 

Well, some of you . may have heard and seen me 
give this illustration before, but I am hoping there 
are a few hundred non-socialists out there in the 
audience. I want to illustrate how free the American 
wage earner is. Suppose this chair here, or this 
table, be a large factory. Suppose five thousand men 
have to work in this factory — or starve. 

That is not an unfair illustration. Millions of 
men, women and children in America to-day have 
to work in the mills and mines and factories, or 
starve. 

All right. This is a large factory. Five thousand 
men have to work there or starve, and I own the 
factory. If I own that factory I will have back of 
me to defend me in my absolute control of that 
factory, in my absolute private ownership and con- 
trol of that factory, I will have back of me the 
laws, courts, the Constitution, the President of the 
United States, the Governors of the States, militia, 
standing army, Catling guns, Krag-Jorgenson 
rifles, — all the powers of government — back of me 
to defend me in my absolute private mastery of this 
factory. And I alone, tho I weigh only 170 pounds, 
I, alone, could keep five thousand men out of this 
factory, even tho it meant starvation to five thous- 
and men and twenty-five thousand women and 
children I 

Oh, don't you see that the private ownership 
of some kinds of property makes a man a master! 
And don't you see why the Socialists are always 
urging industrial democracy, industrial freedom? 
NO MAN IS FREE UNTIL HE IS FREE 
IN THE ACTIVITY OF GETTING A LIVING. 
Until the capitalist's idea of freedom is 
destroyed in the minds of the working class, 
there will be nothing more on the program for 
the working class in America than there is 
there now. And the future for you and the 
future for me, the future for the scores of 
millions of the working class will continue to 
be toil, toil, toil till death, for a bare, cheap 
living. 

These three concepts, these three ideas, have 
got to die. The mission of the Socialist party is in 
part to destroy the false teaching, now cunningly 
placed in the minds cf the working class by the 
ruling class with every agency they can possibly 
control. 

* * # * 

RULING CLASS UNDERSTANDS. 

NOW THE ruling class understand these things 
very well indeed. They aiso note that in proportion 
to the growth of the working class political party, 
with its powerful propaganda, the working class 
grows increasingly restless and uneasy because 
they begin to see. They begin to see the meaning 
of the capitalist system; they begin to see the falsity 
of the capitalist system and teaching. 

The capitalist class note that in the most highly 
educated nation on earth — Germany — the working 
class has built up a political party composed of four 
million three hundred thousand men, voters; the 
capitalists see that in Italy the working class 
political party has been built up to the extent of 
several hundred thousand voters, and that the same 
thing is going on elsewhere thruout Europe; and 
that the working class, with its powerful press, is 
educating the masses of the people, the working 
people, and that there is a movement, a real move- 
ment—a world movement— in consequence, a move- 
ment of the working class in the direction of free- 
dom; — the capitalist class, I say, noting this in 
Europe, noting also the remarkable progress of the 
working class movement in America, prepare for 
the day when the working class will demand more 
and more of life, , genuine justice and freedom — the 
real thing. , i 

We nave come to the end of an era in in- 
dustrial evolution here in the United States. I 
will tell you what I mean. The first business is to 
stay alive. To stay alive in this world we have to 
use the earth. To use the earth effectively we must 



have machines, factories and so on. So, for thous- 
ands of years mankind has labored to increase 
machinery, tools, shops, factories and so on, to 
the end that we might have life. But we have come 
to the sunset of an era, and the sunrise of a new 
time. I mean this: We have developed the machin- 
ery, tools, and so on to the extent that the capital- 
ists dare not permit nil the workers to work all the 
time that all the workers are willing to work with 
the modern machinery, modern tools, modern 
knowledge, modern equipment, — because if all the 
workers are willing to work, they would produce 
goods so much more lar.idly than their wages would 
permit them to buy them, so much more rapidly 
than the capitalist class could consume them, that, 
if all the workers were permitted to work all the 
time that all the workers are willing to work, there 

would speedily be a disastrous over-production. 

* * * * 

BEFORE the war broke out over in Europe 
a panic was settling down over this country. At 
that time I traveled, east, west, north and south. 
Working men in the factories and business men told 
me everywhere I went: "Business is getting worse — 
worse and worse". A panic unquestionably was 
settling down upon . the United States : just before 
the war broke out, and there were probably two 
millions unemployed. When the war broke out it 
stimulated American industries, thus absorbing a 
large part of the unemployed. 

But after the. war is over in Europe there will 
come down upon this country a panic that will make 
the panic of 1893-94 look like good times, a panic 
will fall upon us that will make the panic of 1907 
fade away, fade out of memory. We are going to 
have a real panic soon after the present war closes. 
If I had plenty of fane I would tell you why. Let me 
indicate just briefly,' will you? ' 

The warring- rt&tions in Europe are exhausting 
themselves of , credit with which to bpy abroad. 
They are exhausting themselves of gold with which 
to pay balances in international trade. 

Not very many factories in Europe have been 
destroyed by this war. Thousands of factories in 
Europe have been increased in capacity for the pro- 
duction, not only of war munitions, but of the other 
things — standard goods of consumption. 

Moreover, many new factories have been built 
in Europe during this war, and those factories that 
are primarily used, many of them, for the pro- 
duction of war munitions, can be quickly converted 
into plants for the production of standard goods of 
consumption. 

Again, millions of children have been brought 
into industry in Europe, and have learned the 
trades in advance of their time. Millions of women 
have come into industry during the war, and have 
learned trades. There will be fifteen to twenty 
million men home from the war when it closes. 
They will have to, have work. Moreover, hundreds 
of thousands of small business men in Europe have 
been ruined by this war, and driven into the work- 
ing class. And what is mere, hundreds iof millions 
of dollars of profit have been made in the United 
States on this war. 

Now, these hundreds of millions of dollars con- 
stitute a surplus; Jcapital. This capital cannot be in- 
vested profitably, or promptly in American in- 
dustries. If you had twenty million dollars now, 
where would you build a new railroad In the state 
of Iowa or the stiate of Illinois? Where would you 
build a new flour mill in Minneapolis? Our pro- 
ductive plants and our transportation facilities : are 
now so complete that we dare not use alj.of them 
all the time that all the 'workers are willing to use 
them. We canrtot find a market for what van thus 
be provided. Millions — yes, scores of millions — of 
these profits made in Americ." on the European war, 
will go to South,.Africa, North Africa, some of the 
states in Europe, eastern Asia, southern, Asia, to 
South America and Australia; and eyery million 
dollars sent abrda'd to promote industry outside of 
the United States, means that much more; competi- 
tion outside of the country with our own industries 
here in this country. 

1 * * * * 

MARKETS NOT TO BE FOUND. 
THERE CANNOT be found after 1 the war, 
markets for all the goods that the workers ate able 
to produce. The European capitalists will cut wages 
immediately, and in proportion as they cut wages 
they will cut the European market. They will 
economize to the last penny — they must. They will 
move heaven and earth to reorganize industry in 
such fashion as will enable them to be powerful 
competitors for the outside world market, and for 
their own market. Thus the foreign market — for 
most of the things that we ordinarily sell abroad 
in normal times — is going to shrink disastrously 
within six months, or even ninety days, after the 
war. 

I have been emphasizing this for a year. I was 
glad to have the testimony of the biggest man in 
America confirm my judgment on this mrftter in 
one respect, at least. 

This business, in one respect the greatest 
business man in America, is the president of the 
United States Steel Corporation. Five months ago 
he sent out a warning that amounted to this: 

"Look out, you business men, — beware, for im- 
mediately at the close of the war there will be a 
violent change in American industry." 

There is a panic coming, the harsbest that the 
working people in -America have ever 'known. The 
ruling class are preparing for that time. 

Any system, any method of organizing society 
that divides society into two classes,' making one 
class master, and; the other class a : serving, de- 
pendent class, — that system or form is so unjust, 
it is so irritating, that the ruling class must always 
have an armed guard ready to help : operate that 
system, or make it possible to do so. The ancient 
chattel slave owner always had an armed guard 
ready, because chattel slavery was so' irritatingly 
unjust that a revolution was always brewing, al- 
ways liable to break out at any time. Serfdom was 
so irritatingly unjtat that the master who lived in 
a castle on the hill, always had ant armed guard 
ready to crush the serf class, the working class, — 
ready to hold them down. 

And to-day* all over the civilized' world, 
the ruling class, have an armed guard ready — 
ready for you. And if, when the panic comes, 
you object, stoutly object, standing up vigorous- 



ly and objecting to the things that will come 
into your lives, the capitalist class propose that 
you shall be STARVED, JAILED or SHOT. 
That is the program now. It is distinctly the 
capitalists' program for the working class. 
You shall be starved, jailed or shot in the panic 
that is coming. 
And the issue — what is it? The freedom of the 
working class from a system so unjust as to require 
an armed guard to operate it and compel the work- 
ers to submit to it, that is the issue. (Applause.) 

Capitalist political parties stand for prepared- 
ness. Primarily the preparedness is an armed guard 
to serve the rulers m holding down the working 
class. Talk about the issues! The Philippine policy 
is not the issue. Civil service is not the issue. Tariff 
is not the issue. The things that are pompously set 
forth in these pretentious platforms of the capital- 
ist political parties, are not the issue. 



* ¥ * * 



TAKES UP PLATFORM. 

JUST before I started for this picnic to speak 
to you I urged the Platform Committee of our 
party to put in bold faced type in clear propositions, 
a brief statement of the FUNDAMENTAL THINGS 
we want. What are they? THE SOCIALIZATION 
OF THE INDUSTRIAL FOUNDATION OF 
SOCIETY." (Applause.) They can make the plat- 
form of so-called demands a yard long or three 
yards long, and I will not object if they put AT 
THE HEAD OF ALL THE DEMANDS IN BOLD 
FACED TYPE: 

FIRST, Social Ownership of the industrial 
foundations of Society. (Applause.) 

SECOND: Social control of the industrial foun- 
dations of society. (Applause.) 

THIRD: Equality of opportunity to use the 
industrial foundations of society. 

FOURTH: The workers to have the results 
of their labor, undiminished by rent, interest and 
profits. (Applause.) 

These four propositions state the fundamental, 
revolutionary, industrial reorganization of society 
proposed by the Socialist Party. And this revolu- 
tionary reorganization of society will secure the 
freedom of the working ciass. 

AND THAT IS THE ISSUE, the supreme is- 
sue, of the campaign. Other things pale into petty 
insignificance when contrasted with this issue. This 
part of the program of the Socialist Party will 
NEVER BE DUPLICATED OR STOLEN by the 
Democratic Party or by the Republican Party, or 
by the shameless demagog and egotistic a&s of 
Oyster Bay. 

Be not deceived. This is the issue: The freedom 
of the working class from the capitalist system of 
industry and from its viie creed, "A bare living is 
a fair wage." 

Beware of "blind alleys" and false issues re- 
sulting from obscuring the main thing by minor 
matters. 

I do not care whether Roosevelt is -a rogue or 
a saint. He stands for the capitalist system. 
Whether Hughes is a fool or a philosopher is un- 
important. He stands for capitalism. I do ;not care a 
rap whether Wilson is a darling or a deadbeat. He 
also stands for the capitalist system. The fact that 
these men and their plundering pals stand for cap- 
italism should spell their unanimous political dam- 
nation by the working class. 

* * * * 

DEFINES POLITICS. 

NOW I shall close in just a minute. Politics, 
since the origin of the working class and of the 
ruling class has been controlled by the ruling class. 
And what is politics, as conceived by the ruling 
class? Just this: the chicanery, the machinations, 
the trickery, by means of which the ruling class 
control legislatures, courts, presidents, kings, 
sheriffs, armies, navies for the benefit of the ruling 
class! Politics has meant the processes by means 
of which the ruling class legally ruled and robbed 
the working class! (Applause.) 

And the biggest thing as to the significance of 
the Socialist movement is this — the working class 
is putting a new meaning into the word "politics". 
And from now on in this campaign, and from now 
on in all the campaigns, politics is to mean, for the 
working class, those processes, those teachings, 
those laws, those organizations, those efforts, by 
means of which the working class is to free itself 
and have life — life, justice and freedom. (Applause.) 

On the streets of Chicago years ago I used to 
say — and I have said it a thousand times since, and 
I am going to say it again, substantially: — When 
you talk to your neighbor tomorrow at the shop or 
the mine, or wherever you work, and next Sunday 
when you sit down to a fresh chicken dinner, as 
you usually do (laughter), and next Sunday after- 
noon when you get into your automobile (or Ford) 
and take your usual Sunday spin down on the boule- 
vard, and next fall when" you get into the polling 
place and get your pencil in your hand ready to 
vote, or take hold of the lever to vote, to use your 
chief power in self-defense, — then remember the 
solemn and the sad and tragic history of the work- 
ing class. (Applause.) 

Remember, too, the condition of the working 
class today — in spite of all our prosperity, in spite 
of all the boosting and boasting, in spite of the 
cheering, in spite of the handclapping — the working 
class today, and forever, on and on, have only their 
bare cheap and cheerless living. And remember, too, 
that the future holds nothing else for the working 
class. 

Remember all these things, before you pull the 
lever, or before you mark your ballot. 

Remember this also: Socially you belong to the' 
working class. Economically you beong to the work- 
ing class. Historically you belong to the working 
class. Financially (laughter) you beong to the work- 
ing class. (Applause.) Industrially you belong to 
the working class. In opportunities you belong to 
the working class. In every important respect you 
belong to the working class.. 

Well, then, you in this campaign ought to get 
into the political party of your own class — the So- 
cialist Party, the party that always- .plearly and 
boldly announces THE issue and statids by the 
issue— and will never surrender; the political party 
that proposes: ALL OF LIFE FOR EVERYBODY, 
the fundamental issue and the dominant problem for 
all time for all the world. 



N. E. G. VOTES $500 TO 

SEND DEBS TO CONGRESS 



The National Executive Committee of the 
Socialist Party appropriated $500 to the 
Fifth Indiana Congressional District where 
Eugene V. Debs, is the Socialist candidate 
for Congress. 

Noble C. Wilson, Campaign Manager for 
the Debs' District, appeared before the com- 
mittee and assured it of the splendid chance 
for victory. He reported that the people of 
that congressional district where thoroly 
disgusted with the old political parties and 
there is a sufficient number of these, to assure 
Debs' victory by an overwhelming majority. 
There is only one thing, he said, that can 
stand in the way of victory, and that is lack 
of funds to enable the Socialist Party to reach 
all the voters in the district. Additional funds 
are needed, however. See the plan outlined on 
Page Three whereby you can help. 



The Million Dime Column 




Conducted by 
MAX SHEROVER. 

NOTICE TO BANKHOLDERS. 

It is not necessary to return 
the bank by registered mail. 
You can send it parcel post in- 
sured instead. To register the 
bank necessitates mailing it 
first class at a cost from 14 up 
to 24 cents depending on the 
weight of the bank and contents, 
wheteas by, parcel post it can 



be sent at a much lower rate 
and can be insured for three 
cents. In case of the bank being 
lost in the mails we can collect 
insurance from the P. O. just 
as well as if it were registered. 
Sending it by PARCEL POST 
INSURED will save all of our 
hustlers and this office dollars 
in postage. 

When you are ready to return 
the bank remember to send it 
PARCEL POST INSURED. 

Total number of dimes re- 
ceived up to and including 
Saturday, June 17: 

33,086 

Gained since last Saturday 
2,891. 

Banks are kept in circulation 
pretty steadily. The dime let- 
ters, coin cards and envelope 
outfits are being sent out as the 
requests for same come in. If 
you lire not in a position to use 
one of the banks then you can 



do your share by addressing 
one of the chain letters to some 
of your friends. You can join 
either division: 

Dime Bank Division (over 2000 

members now) 
Chain Letter Division (over 
15,000 members now). 

When writing just state 
which of the foregoing regi- 
ments you want to join and by 
return mail you will receive full 
particulars. 

Here's just a partial list of 
what the men and women out 
on the firing line are doing. Get 
in, get a gun and get out where 
things are doing. It's great fun 
collecting dimes to fight the 
plutes. 

Bank No. ef 

No. Name of Gunner Dine* 

952 — Mary L. Adams, Davenport, la. I 

699— S. A. Adam*. McFalls, Maine 25 

469— L. Allen, New York, N. Y. 7 

966 — A. J. Anderson, Padueah, Tex. ...23 
99— H. A. Anderson, Big Rapids, Mick... 1 

210 — D. M. Angus, Prosser, Wash .24 

563— Frank M. Baldwin, Ttthvtilo, Pa,... 7 
684— Fred W. Bartholomae, Chicago, Ilk.. 4 
200— W. J. Bartlett, Detroit, Mkh....... 1 

93— E. T. Bacher. Dayton, Ohio. ^2, 
itt-J. A. Bora, St Join** : Jfofc> «e».v*Wll 



453 — D. L. Bock, Bannum, Minn 17 

247— A. Bergdahl, Charleston, W. Va 15 

436— John Canright, North Platte, Nebr...l8 

674— R. L. Cathcart, Clearfield, Pa 37 

628 — R. E. Cecil, Detroit, Mich 19 

452— B. P. Clark, Comanche, Okla. 41 

405— S. O. Coble, Newton, Kans. 18 

407 — L. P. Colclaser, Turtle Creek, Pa..... 12 

281— M. L. Darbous, Pittsburgh, Pa 14 

261— M. L. Darbous, IPtUburgh, Pa 14 

888 — J. H. Deitrick, Milton, Pa 13 

413— Ovide De Luc, Marlboro, Mass 7 

661— S. H. DinoTitz, Detroit, Mich 36 

641— Henry A. Dolge, Dolgeville, N. Y. 33 

488 — C. W. Easley, Sioux City, la 6 

220— W. F. Eaton, New Brighton, Pa 14 

385 — R. L. Edmondson, Louisville, Ka.....24 

945— W. W. Edwards, MarksviUe, La » 

565 — D. B. Fagley, Pottstown, Pa. 7 

340— D. B. Fagley, Pottstown, Pa. 19 

156— John Falato, Gibbsboro, N. J 34 

13 — Ino. M. Feigh, Chicago 8 

721— Walter Gibson, Arcadia, Ind. 15 

928 — Owen J Gilbert, Camas, Wash 5 

817— Earl Gasahl, Kalamazoo, Mich 11 

293— Joseph H. Gerch, Bedford Hills, N. Y..30 

529— G. W. Hair, Ft. Drum, Fla. 4 

85 — Alex Hakala, French Hirer, Minn.. ..10 

502 — Albert Hammer, Meriden, Conn 3 

365— Geo. H. Hamilton, Putnam, Conn 5 

466 — Samuel Isaacson, Baltimore, Md.....l0 

832— Mrs. M. Jasinski, Toledo, Ohio 13 

771 — Jens Johnsch, Zem, Minn ....26 

71— John Peter Johnson,. Carlstadt, N. Y. 3 
826 — John E. Jasten, Berkeley, CaL.... 8 

105 — Max Jenkins, Pittsburgh, Pa. 40 

277— Sam Jenkins, Royalton, 111 10 

701— Herbert Kaasen, Spring Valley, Wise. 5 

16— S. Karps, Chicago, I1L. . i 20 

304— Henry Kaste, Peekshlll, N. Y. . » 

L6#— S. Katz, Chicago, III... 19 

591— Ed. Lacobie, Port Arthur, Texas 6 

937— Misa Anna Laibman, Pittsburgh, Pa.. 6 

530 — R. A. Lange, Chicago, 111 »' 

t78>— AlfreflV Larsen, Kenosha; Wiae„..w> 
*U~«a~ Magging, Hndaon FaJli. N. Y, 



TWO CONGRESSMEN AND SIX 
LEGISLATORS, ILLINOIS HOPE 

(Continued From I'age One, Column Two.) 

the same time show us that the railroads have made 
a billion dollars; that we had a banquet in New 
York for billionaires as a result of the war. They 
cannot tell any man with the appearance of intel- 
ligence that those men whose profits have been so 
large will ever believe in anything else except that 
which pays them most; and if war pays most they 
will sacrifice every man and woman to increase 
their profits and the returns from their manufac- 
tories. 

* * * * 

PITTSBURGH IS PATRIOTIC. 
NO RELIGION and no hypocrisy, no religion 
and great hypocrisy, all phases of ethics, justify 
them. During the last few days I have been to the 
Mecca of American patriotic method at its center. 
Pittsburgh you will find to be surrounded with 
wonderful villages. I mean, those which are wonder- 
ful in name. For instance, there is Bethlehem. 
Bethlehem is a city in which they are manufactur- 
ing armor plate. It is a name that is historically 
linked with peace, but there it is associated with 
war. 

Another suburb of Pittsburgh is the Holy City, 
and there they are making munitions of war. Pitts- 
burgh is the ripe product of the munitions instinct, 
intellect and soul of the American preparedness 
movement. You cannot go into a nickel-show there 
on Sunday. They are all closed. You cannot have a 
game of baseball in Pittsburgh on Sunday, for it is 
against the state law and the law of God. You can- 
not play lawn tennis in its parks on Sunday, be- 
cause playing lawn tennis in Pittsburgh on Sunday 
is a crime. You can go to two places; you can go 
to church, or you can go down into the munitions 
factories, down into the furnaces, down into thf. 
steel works. (Laughter and applause.) 

$ * * * 

PEOPLE DON'T WANT WAR. 

THERE IS nothing there but churches and 
munitions factories. There is some logic in that ar- 
rangement, tho, for they are making munitions tc 
increase the heavenly host, and they have the 
churches there to tell the people where they are 
going when they get thru with the munitions. 

At every turn you read of preparedness, stating 
that this country is supposed to be in great danger. 
It is expected that the Germans will eat up New 
York, and that the Japanese will bite off a corner 
of California. We are told that a large navy is 
necessary for defense, but we know absolutely that 
a large navy is merely an instrument of aggressive 
conquest. 

The people of this country do not believe fn 
warfare, and the great mass of them will not be 
deceived by the use of the term "preparedness" to 
disguise something else. 

We have our domestic issue; we have our state 
platform. We Socialists believe in a preparedness 
that means the abolition of the injunction. We be- 
lieve in old age pensions. We believe in sick and 
disability pensions; we believe in making this state 
one in which the people are relatively well provided 
for. 

Let me give you one concrete example, and then 
I will close. Down in the southwestern part of this 
state is a vast amount cf land known on the map 
as the Kaskaskia River Bottom. Do you know that 
that land is in such shape that it is not worth $E 
an acre today ? Accoi'dmg to the Rivers and Har- 
bors Commission of this state it can be drained for 
less than $5,000,000. I have figured out that if that 
land was drained by the state at a cost of $5,000,000 
and rented out at a reasonable rental value, it 
would pay an old age pension of S10 a week to 
every man and woman in this state over sixty years 
of age. (Applause.) 

* * * » 

NOW, if this state would take that land, drain 
it, rent it and pay an old age pension, increasing the 
benefit and extending the educational system of the 
state, it would be engaging in a form of prepared- 
ness that will make great men and great women, 
streng men and strong women; for when the work- 
ing class owns this country, then it will have reason 
to love it, and their preparedness will come from 
their intellect, their strength and their vigor. Then 
we will not be publicly and nationally disgraced by 
such processions of imitation patriots as we have 
seen recently. I thank you. (Applause.) 
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HERE'S ANOTHER TRIBUTE. 

Another tribute to the work of the 
Socialist aldermen in the Chicago city 
council is contained in "Industrial 
Arbitration", by Carl H. Mote, a 
valuable book on this subject, just 
issued by the Bobbs-=1VIemll Co., In- 
dianapolis, Ind., $1.50. 

In speaking of the street car strike 
in Chicago last year Mr. Mote de- 
clares, "The Chicago street railway 
strike of 1915 was adjusted quickly 
because the strikers were well organ- 
ized and capable of acting as a unit. 
But the Chicago strike was settled 
promptly for another reason. A city 
ordinance passed after the strike be- 
gan forbade the company to employ 
inexperienced workmen. Strikebreak- 
ers were out of the question". 

It will be remembered that the 
alderman who introduced the anti- 
strikebreaker ordinance was John C. 
Kennedy, a Socialist alderman. 



James A. Allan, "the millionaire 
Socialist," died at Glasgow a few 
days ago. Allan was a director of. the 
Allan Steamship line. In 1907 Allan 
became prominent as Socialist candi- 
date for the City Council in one of 
the "genteel" wards of Glasgow. On 
that occasion he was asked what 
«8jLP*ompted him to become a Socialist^ 



and he gave this answer: "The 
knowledge of the suffering and misery 
caused to numbers of the population 
by want is a burden which oppresses 
us all, whatever our circumstances 
may be, and it is my conviction that 
in socialism is to be found the rem- 
edy for want; that makes me a So- 
cialist." Allan's son created some- 
thing of a sensation not long ago by 
announcing himself as pronounced a 
Socialist as his father. 



A movement is being formed within 

the Labor party of Australia to com- 
bat the reactionary elements that are 
attempting to dislodge that organisa- 
tion from its fundamental principles. 
The group stands for the abolition 
of capitalism, for peace, for anti- 
militarism, internationalism, for free- 
dom of thought, expression, action 
and so on. By the use of a militant 
roll and propaganda it will force the 
fight on class lines, thru unions, and 
branches of the political labor bodies, 
and will invite radicals who have held 
aloof from the Labor party to join it 
and assist in cleaning out the self- 
seekers and capitalistic imitators and 
confine the party to its original mis* 
sioA at) % kbor;:or£aiiii£tion« ..' " •"' 
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Everything is looking good for us everywhere and this is going to be a great 
year for the Socialist movement."" Message from EUGENE V. DEBS. 



FIRST SOCIALIST MAYOR IN 
VIRGINIA ELECTED. 

B. F. Ginther, Managing Editor 
of the Union Star and Virginia 
State secretary of the Socialist 
party has been elected Mayor of 
Brookneal, Virginia, by a majority 
of four votes over his Democratic 
opponent. All other offices went 
to the Democrats. 



Legislature Meets To Stop 

Rising Tide Of Socialism 

NOTE. — Here is the second of the inspiring series of articles on 
fhe magnificent battle being waged by the Oklahoma Socialists against 
the predatory interests of that state. The cry in a hundred thousand 
throats in this southwestern state is, "We are going to carry Oklahoma 
for Socialism in November". This series of articles will tell you why 
and how. 

* * * * 

By GEORGE GILBERT HAMILTON. 

(Second Article) 

THE EXTRA session of the legislature was called and the registration 
law was passed for no other purpose than to stay the rising tide of 
Socialism in Oklahoma by enabling a corrupt political machine to per 
petuate its own power by disfranchising enough of the working class voters 
and intimidating others to accomplish that end. Agents of the machine have 
themselves confessed as much both before and since the passage df this, 
the most iniquitous measure to be written upon the statute books of any 
southern state since the days of reconstruction. This is saying much. The Re- 

Eublican state chairman very fittingly described it when he said: "There are 
onest registration laws and Okla- 
homa registration laws, just as there 
are honest election laws and Okla- 
homa election laws." 

No State Registrar. 
In this state the secretary of the 
state senate is secretary of the state 
election board (ex-officio), an ex- 
ceedingly convenient arrangement 
for the machine to have its creature 
directing the election machinery of 
the state. What better could they do 
than to put this same gentleman in 
charge of the registration and to con- 
fer upon him arbitrary power ? So the 
law was made to read: "The secre- 
tary of the state senate shall within 
sixty days after this Act becomes ef- 
fective, appoint one qualified elector 
in each county as county registrar, 
which office of county registrar is 
hereby created." After prescribing 
the duties of the county registrar, 
the law proceeds: "The county regis- 
trar shall hold office at the pleasure 
of the secretary of the .state senate, 
and the precinct registrars shall hold 
office at the pleasure of the county 
registrar." 

Let the reader note that the office 
tof state registrar is not created, ex- 
officio or otherwise. In a recent ar- 
ticle in Harlow's Weekly, P. S. Nagle, 
attorney for the ' Socialist Party of 
Oklahoma, said : 

"He (the secretary of the state 
senate) takes no oath to faithfully 
perform any duties pertaining to re- 
gistration and he files no bond. He 
can not be prosecuted for perjury be- 
cause he takes no oath. He can not 
be prosecuted for oppression in office 
because he holds no office. None is 
created. He is not civilly liable be- 
cause he is directed to act "at his 
own pleasure". His sole and only duty 
Is to appoint and ' remove county 
registrars at will — without notice 
and without a hearing, and without 
assigning any cause". 

The secretary of the state senate 
is the creature of the machine and 
must obey the machine. The county 
registrar is the creature of the secre- 
tary of the state senate and is sub- 
ject to removal at the "pleasure" of 
that official. The orecinct registrar 
is the creature of the county regis- 
trar, holding office at his "pleasure". 
Yet Senator Barrett, head of the 



DO YOU WANT THE 

TWICE-A-MONTH 

SUPPLEMENT? 



AS A result of the motion just 
passed by the national com- 
mittee, the official business, 
open forum and other features of 
The American Socialist of interest 
•xclusively to party members will 
be published in a twice-a-month 
supplement. The first supplement 
will appear with the July First 
issue. The supplement will there- 
after appear in the first and third 
issue of The American Socialist 
each month. The subscription price 
i'of this supplement is one cent a 
month or 10 cents a year in addi- 
tion to the subscription price of 
The American Socialist. In other 
words, the subscription price of the 
paper, with the supplement, will 
be 30 cents for six months, 35 cents 
for 40 weeks (in clubs of four or 
more) and 60 cents for one year. 
In order to get the supplement with 
your paper, if your sub has not ex- 
pired, send in one cent for each 
month (in stamps is the best way) 
for the period that your sub has 
yet to run. Send all orders' to The 
American Socialist, 803 W. Madi- 
son St., Chicago. 



Democratic press bureau and chief 
apologist for the Williams' admin- 
istration, has the nerve to declare: 
"The registration act, passed by a 
two-thirds majority and more of each 
branch of the legislature, is the fair 
est and most progressive act of that 
nature ever adopted in any state." 

From what has already been seen 
of this law, and the discussion has 
been confined so far solely to section 
3 — there are twenty-two sections in 
the law, — it must be evident to even 
the dullest mind that a nefarious 
purpose inspired this damnably in- 
famous law, and that purpose was to 
enable the machine absolutely to con 
trol the franchise in Oklahoma. 

"Satisfying" The Boss. 

Only ten days were allowed for re 
gistration, May 1st to 10th, inclusive. 
But the law provides that, — **If any 
elector should be absent from the 
county of his residence during such 
period of time, or is prevented by 
sickness or unavoidable misfortune 
from registering with the precinct 
registrar within such time, he may 
register with such precinct registrar 
at any time after the 10th of May, 
1916, but the precinct registrar shall 
register no person under this pro- 
vision unless he be satisfied that such 
person was absent from the county 
or was prevented from registering 
by sickness or unavoidable mis 
fortune, as hereinbefore provided". 

The voter must "satisfy" this king, 
the precinct registrar, but the law 
does not specify what shall constitute 
"satisfaction" to his majesty — that is 
left altogether to this agent of the 
machine. If the voter registers "right' 
of course it will be easy to "satisfy" 
the registrar that he is legally en 
titled to register. If he does not re 
gister "right", as a devotee of the 
machine, it might be very hard to 
convince the registrar that he is legal 
ly entitled to register. Yet Senator 
Barrett has the nerve to tell us that 
"Registration is to be a matter of 
local self-government, and the pre 
cinct registrars are responsible to 
the voters in the precinct and subject 
to the supervision of the courts." 

But this administration mouthpiece 
fails to tell wherein is contained the 
principle of "local self-government' 
and in what the "responsibility" of 
the registrars to the people consists. 
The machine has placed in the hands 
of these registrars arbitrary powers 
They are the creatures of the mach- 
ine, responsible only to it, and they 
are in office to do the will of the 
machine in disfranchising and intim- 
idating working class voters who 
are inclined to break the shackles of 
Bourbon democracy and vote the 
ticket of their class. As one of the 
speakers at the recent Democratic 
state convention said, "The law was 
passed to keep the Democratic party 
in power in Oklahoma." 

On the boasted "right of appeal" 
to the district court referred to by 
Senator Barrett, let a lawyer speak. 
Says Nagle: 

"One of the most vicious clauses in 
the bill is the so-called "right of ap- 
peal." This cuts the elector out from 
proceeding by mandamus. He must 
take his appeal within ten days. If 



$100 From Aoross The Sea. 

GEORGE D. Herron, prominent American Socialist who is now* living 
in Switzerland, has just forwarded $100 to be added to the DEBS 
CAMPAIGN FUND. The letter containing the money was opened by 
the French Military censorship but it was permitted to go thru. Comrade 
Herron writes: 

"I want to contribute something to Eugene's election. I wish I could 
contribute myself as well. 

"If I were in America I should come to Terre Haute and give myself 
personally to the cause. I think Eugene's election is so far the best thing 
that could happen to the Socialist movement, if not to America as well". 

There are thousands of Socialists all over the land who would like to 
contribute themselves to the campaign to elect Debs. But they cant' do 
that. But they can follow Comrade Herron's example and make as liberal 
a contribution as possible. This is how you can do it: 



SEND DEBS TO CONGRESS! 

THE AMERICAN SOCIALIST, 
803 W. MADISON ST., CHICAGO. 

Here is %.. which is my contribution to help send 

Eugene V. Debs to congress from the Fifth Indiana Congressional 
District. I understand that for every 25 cents sent in, the Filth 
Indiana Socialist Campaign Committee will be allowed to pat one 
voter on the subscription list of The American Socialist for six 
months and that five cents will be contributed to the Fifth Indiana 
Socialist Campaign Fund. 

NAME , 

ADDRESS 

CITY STATE 



he fails to take his appeal within 
that time he is disfranchised. An ap- 
peal will cost from $75 to $150. This 
appointed precinct registrar can 
arbitrarily xefuse to register the 
tenant farmer and wage-worker. And 
an appeal is so burdensome that the 
majority will allow themselves to be 
disfranchised." 

We Had to Chase The Boss. 
Tho but ten days were allowed in 
which to register, you did not know 
where to find the registrar. Yon 
simply had to go out and hunt him 
up. The law did not provide for his 
having an office where anyone might 
go during certain hours and register. 
The early days of May are a busy 
time with farmers in Oklahoma. The 
purpose of so short a time i* which 
to register at the busiest season of 
the year was revealed by the Chicton 
Chronicle, a machine sheet, when it 
said: 

"If we were a registrar under the 
new election law, we don't know any 
decent white Republican that we 
would dislike to register, but believe 
a Socialist or negro would have a 
healthy chase to find us. We don't 
believe a man, who repudiates the 
stars and stripes and chooses instead 
the red flag is recognized by the con- 
stitution as a citizen worthy of the 
ballot." 

The Intimidating Feature. 

It is a well known fact thruout 
Oklahoma that in many places So- 
cialists are discriminated against by 
landlords, bankers and credit store 
merchants. The writer knows per- 
sonally of many such cases of dis- 
crimination. He knows of one county 
precinct in Grady county where at 
tfie last election more than seventy 
straight Socialist votes .were cast, 
a majority over both old parties. In 
this particular precinct fully eighty 
per cent of the farmers are tenants. 
Members of the Socialist local in that 
precinct could not positively count 
more than half that number of open 
and avowed Socialists. Why? l?e- 
ccuse the others feared to let it be 
known that they were Socialists. The 
writer further knows that at least 
eight farmers moved out of that pre- 
cinct last winter, forced to leave tho 
farms they had occupied, for no oth*>r 
reason under heaven than that they 
were known to be Socialists. 

In-ngine then what it means to 
many to go before this precinct boss 
and under oath state that they are 
Socialists and give the names of two 
land owners as witnesses to the truth 
of their sworn statement. But such 
is the law in happy ( '.' ) proud ( V ) 
free (?) Oklahoma! Net only is this 
the law, but this information becomes 
a matter of public record and is filed 
by the secretary of the county elect- 
ion board with the county clerk, 
where it is open to the inspection of 
whomsoever will, inctuding of course 
the machine politicians and the inter- 
locked parasites. 

But this information does not be- 
come public record until July 10, 1916, 
and we are unable to secure at this 
time any authentic report of the re- 
gistration, tho the Socialist registra- 
tion at all points from which we have 
been able to secure reports is much 
above our vote at the same points in 
1914. Secretary Sinclair estimates 
from scattering reports from over the 
state that our registration is at least 
70,000. It is safe to say that our vote 
will exceed our registration by from 
26' to 50 per cent. 

That the machine is taking ad- 
vantage of the time intervening be- 
tween the close of registration, May 
10, and the filing of the books with 
the county clerks of the several coun- 
ties of the State, July 10, to pad the 
rolls in the interest of the machine, 
there seems no reason to doubt. The 
case of one county (Kiowa) reported 
by The Otter Valley Socialist, will 
suffce to show what is doubtless tak- 
ing place in many. 

In this cotrnty in 1914 our average 
vote was 1250 and that of the Dem- 
ocrats about 1500. The registration 
is unofficially reported to be 1300 So- 
cialists and 2594 Democrats. What 
the Socialists want to know is this: 
Where did the Donks find this extra 
1100 new Donks that were not in sight 
less than two years ago? 

The Emergency Clause. 

The height of infam?/ was reached 
by the machine when it attached the 
emergency clause to the registration 
law, declaring that: 

"It being immediately necessary 
for the preservation of the public 
peace, health and safety an emergen- 
cy is hereby declared to exist, by 
reason whereof this Act shall be in 
full force and effect from and after 
its passage and approval." 

The peace of the piereaters was 
disturbed, the health of the inter- 
locked parasites was endangered, and 
the safety of a desperate band of 
consummate scoundrels was jeopard- 
ized. The people were rising in their 
power and in their righteous wrath 
to hurl these rascals from power. 

The provision for the emergency 
clause in any constitution was never 
supposed to be for any other purpose 
than the one stated — "the preserva- 
tion of the public peace, health and 
safety", — yet these scavengers dared 
to resort to this in order to preserve 
and perpetuate their own wicked rule 
in the State of Oklahoma. To save 
themselves they had to make this 
law "immediately effective". They 
reckoned without their host, for th«» 
time is at hand when an outraged 
public will hurl them from power and 
banish them from the walks of decent 
men into tho night of political 
oblivion. 

Nearly all the law3 passed by the 
special session were passed with the 
emergency clause. The anti-usury 
law, so-called, does not contain it. 
Why? 

Other Vicious Features. 
This law of twenty-two sections 
contains many other vicious feature? 
— too many to enumerate all here. Be- 
sides, my purpose in these articles is 
to reveal to our comrades in other 
states the kind of fight they must ex- 
pect when the movement reaches a 
point where ^it begins seriously to . 
menace old party supremacy, which 



Politioians And Preaohers 



Urn ■ IRDS have their nests and foxes have their holes 



By EUGENE V. DEBS. 

B: 
but the Son of Man hath not where to lay his head". 

Capitalism has its politicians and militarism its preach- 
ers and both are fftly described in the scriptures : 

"His watchmen are blind; they are all ignorant; they 
are dumb dogs; they cannot bark; sleeping, lying down, 
loving to slumber." 

"Yea, they are greedy dogs, which can never have 
enough, and they are shepherds that cannot understand; 
they, all look to their own way, every one for his gain, from 
his quarter." 

* * * * 

"pHE politicians and preachers of capitalism are set up 
as the shepherds of the flock, the politicians holding aloft 
the banner of patriotism and the preachers arrayed in the 
livery of religion. . 

, These are the real, betrayers of the people, the hypocrites 
thatj.Christ denounced and for which he was crucified; the 
slimy, oily-tongued deceivers of their ignorant, trusting 
followers, who traffic in the slavery and misery of their fel- 
low-beings that they may tread the paths of ease .and bask 
in tne favors of their masters. 

' "YEA, THEY ARE GREEDY DOGS, WHICH CAN 
NEVER HAVE ENOUGH, AND THEY ARE SHEPHERDS 
,THAT CANNOT UNDERSTAND; THEY ALL LOOK TO 
THEIR OWN WAY, EVERY ONE FOR HIS GAIN, FROM 
HIS' QUARTER." 

* * * * 

A FEW days ago one of the most prominent capitalist 
preachers in New York City issued a frenzied appeal from 
his pulpit for military preparedness. This particular dog 
awakened just long enough to bark furiously at the com- 
mand of his plutocratic master. He may not have received 
his thirty pieces of silver at the time; the reward of his 
apostacy comes in gold and flows into his capacious receptacle 
that connects with his master's bank vault all the year 
around. 

Beware of capitalism's politicians and preachers ! They 
are the lineal descendants of the hypocrites of old who all 
down the ages have guarded the flock in the name of patriot- 
ism and religion and secured the choicest provender and the 
snuggest booths for themselves by turning the sheep over, 
to the ravages of the wolves. 

* * * * 

BEWARE of the liveried hypocrites of the landlords, 
the usurers, the money-changers, the stock-gamblers, the 
exploiters, the enslavers and despoilers of the people ; beware 
of the ruling class politicians and preachers and mercenary 
menials in every form who are so profoundly concerned 
about your "patriotism" and your "religion" and who receive 
their thirty pieces for warning you against socialism be- 
cause it will endanger your morality and interfere with your 
salvation. 



means when it becomes strong enough 
to really threaten the overthrow of 
the present ruling class. We have 
reached that point in Oklahoma. 

We Accept the Enemy's Challenge. 

We have boldly accepted the chal- 
lenge our enemies made in the pas- 
sage of this infamous piece of legis- 
lation. We have said to them that 
they might put over disfranchising 
measures in other states and the 
people might stand for it, but not so 
in Oklahoma. We are a cosmopolitan 
people here. Our citizenship comes 
from all states of the nation and from 
all nations. We came to this state 
for greater freedom, for more abund- 
ant opportunities for ourselves and 
for our children, and these Bourbons 
made a terrible mistake if they think 
for one single moment that they can 
do here what they have done in some 
other states which shall be nameless 
here. 

We met their vicious election laws 
by initiating a fair and honest elect r 
ion law that would giv« each party 
oversight in the casting and counting 
of the vote. A criminal executive, in 
violation of both statute law and 
constitution and with a total dis- 
regard of his oath of office, has failed 
to submit this initiated measure to 
the people. We initiated a measure 
for the repeal of this obnoxious re- 
gistration law and for substituting 
therefor an honest registration law. 
We have registered 15,000 to 20,000 
more yoters than we had in 1914. We 
have challenged the machine politi- 
cians to come out from under cover 
and defend their record, but none 
have come, nor will they ever come 
You can hire criminal lawyers in 
Oklahoma to defend midnight assas 
sins and negro rape fiends, but not 
even a criminal lawyer can be found 
to defend; the dirty record of the 
Democratic machine. 

Unwittingly the machine has played 
into our hands. We have been able 
to take advantage of all that they 
have done. True to its traditions the 
Democratic party never fails to play 
the donkey. There are no factions in 
the Oklahoma movement, no "reds" 
and no "yellows", no "radicals" and 
no "conservatives". It is one great 
unified and harmonious movement, 
all the members of which are too ex- 
ceedingly busy in the great work of 
hammering on capitalism and pre- 
paring the way for the Co-operative 
Commonwealth to fight among our- 
selves. We are not expecting to lie 
down some night and wake up the 
next morning to find that Socialism 
had come while we slent. We realize 
that we must fight for it, even to the 
point of resorting to "practical poli- 
tics", as we are doing and shall con- 
tinue to do. 



The Road To Power. 

AMY thoTuaada of Kantskjfo 
great book, "The Road to 
Power," have been sold. Tie 
original price was 26c per copy. 
We bought a lot at a cheap price 
and can let you have them at 10 
ceate each. This is a classic and 
shootd be read by every Socialist. 
Order new. — Socialist Party, 803 
W. Xadtaoo $L, Chicago. 
•ijii ' ■ijiyij|$|j , ;in 'If t 



PREPAREDNESS PARADE. 

The Board of Trade arranged a 
"Preparedness Parade" for Flag Day, 
June 14th, at Asheville, N. C. The 
daily papers, of course, boosted the 
idea. A letter was sent to the Central 
Labor Union, inviting Organized 
Labor to parade. Without discussion, 
a motion to table it was instantly 
seconded by about half the delegates 
present, and carried unanimously. A 
request from Gompers to send dele- 
gates to the demonstration in Wash- 
ington on July 4th was tabled almost 
as quickly and decisively. Yet a few 
days later, and just two days before 
the parade, the morning paper stated 
that Organized Labor was expected 
to be well represented in the parade. 

The Socialists at first expected 
quite a crowd, and were preparing 
to distribute about 5000 dodgers on 
"Working-class Preparedness." After 
the action of the Central Labor 
Union, the Socialists decided to 
ignore the parade. It is a waste of 
ammunition to fire a cannon at a 
microbe. 

The parade consisted of eight 
policemen, 13 paid musicians playing 
out of tune, about 25 city officials 
and business men in automobiles, 82 
soldiers, 21 boy scouts (17 uniformed 
and all uninformed), about 150 
schoolgirls and 81 Civil War veter- 
ans, seven members of the fire de- 
partment, 23 uniformed Modern 
Woodmen, 21 Woodmen of the World 
(counting the goat as one member), 
and other people making a total of 
not more than 600. This was an 
actual count, not a guess. There wa3 
absolutely no sign of enthusiasm, 
and not a single member of Organ- 
ized Labor could be detected in the 
parade. Yet the afternoon paper 
claims there were 3000 people and 
great enthusiasm. 

In the main business section. 161 
business houses were undecorated, 
eight had their regular flags and 39 
had extra flags. 

Hurrah tor Asheville workers! 
They believe in preparedness — of 
their own brand; preparedness for 
higher wages, shorter hours and bet- 
ter conditions of labor and of living; 
preparedness for more and longer 
and freer and higher life for them- 
selves and their families.— J. L. 
FITTS. 



The Idle Rich. 

By NONA ZEIGLER. 
'Tis rammer and the rich v/car furs 

As tho to mock the babes who die, 
And swelter in the City's heat! 

The fox, the ermine and the neal 
Must yield its life to idle ones 

Whose toft white hands have never toiled. 
Or one thine given to the world I 

Tis summer and the rich wear furs. 

Ah! God! and but a little ice 
Would save the baby at my breast. 
They swathe about their worthless throats 

A costly fur! The while we die 
Of hunger! And the sun beats hot 

And. fierce upon our aching heads. 
Oh! Toilers* workers, earth's despoiled, 

Bow long. Good God, how long are we 
To bow our necks beneath the yoke 

And feed a bunch of parasites 
Whose brains are few, the idle rich, 

That for a silly fashion wear 
Warm furs In balmy summer time. 



For the first time in the history of 
the State, the Socialists of Kentucky 
will have a nominee in every Con- 
gressional district. It is reported that 
many fraternal as well as labor or- 
ganizations have taken up the dis- 
cussion of the principles of socialism. 



IN THE WORLD OF LABOR 



By Max 8. Hayee. 



THE PLANS to form a Labor's 
Citizen Army initiated by the 
Minneapolis Trades and Labor 
Assembly are said to be maturing 
favorably, a large number of mem- 
bers having volunteered to enlist. 
Bids are now being secured for 1,000 
rifles and 100,000 rounds of amrnuni- 
!ion. The movement has been taking 
shape since Congraae voted down 
several amendments to the military 
bills that sought to prohibit the 
troops from being used for strike- 
breaking purposes. Another incident 
that incited the workers to discuss 
the labor a: my idea was that of 
starting a proposed "rooky" camp for 
business men near Minneapolis. It 
was pointed out that the business 
folk had no notion of going to war, 
but were simply preparing to go to 
the front against workingmen in case 
a big strike Lroke out. 

* t * * 

IT IS reported from Mexico City 
that the Mexican lab<-r union offi- 
cials favor the prouosition made to 
them by A. F. of L* officials recently 
that a joint conference be held in El 
Paso, as soon as convenient. The 
Mexicans are said to favor also in- 
viting representatives from Central 
and South American labor organiza- 
tions to participate in the conference. 
I t is rumored in Washington that 
the preparedness shouters don't alto- 
gether like the idea of the organized 
workers on the Western Hemisphere 
getting together and discussing mat- 
ters in which they are interested in 
an international sense. 

* * * * 

BRITISH Miners' Federation held 
a convention in London, and, after 
again declaring their opposition to 
conscription, demanded that the gov- 
ernment refrain from calling boys of 
18 years to the colors. The operators 
are urging that the miners consent 
to work nine and 10 hours a day in- 
stead of eight during the period of 
the war, but the rank and file op- 
pose such proposals, saying that the 
employers should pay more wages to 
meet the increased ccst of living. 
Union officials estimate that 300,000 
miners have left Great Britain to join 
the army or to enlist in the special 
entrenching and tunneling corps. 

w * • » 

PRESIDENT James H. Maurer, of 
the Pennsylvania Federation of 
Labor, called on President Wilson last 
week and expressed the view that 
the people of the country did not de- 
sire an increase in the army and big- 
ger navy, and urged that Wilson op- 
pose expansion of the militaristic 
powers. Wilson informed Maurer 
that he did not share his views, but 
did not offer to explain why he be- 
lieved .that the masses of the people 
approved an increase over the normal 
expenditures to feed the hungry 
military Moloch. 

*.'**# 

THE organized labor forces of 
Petrograd have issued a manifesto 
denouncing the alleged liberal major- 
ity in Parliament for quashing the 
interpellation that was brought in 
by the Labor and Socialist members 
to call to account those responsible 
for antisemitic program that has 
been urged thru the police depart- 
ment. The laborites point out that 
the liberals, from whom much was 
expected, have played into the hands 
of the reactionary regime and graft- 
ers who have plunged the country in- 
to war and dragged it to the brink 
of ruin. 



PATRIOTISM. 



By WILLIS ANDREWS. 

A famous author has said that 
"patriotism is the first delusion of a 
simpleton and the last refuge of a 
knave." Whether this be true or not, 
it offers no elucidation of the real 
meaning of patriotism. While patri- 
otism denotes love of native land, it 
also signifies fear of other lands 
beyond the borders. This feeling in 
the breast of man is a survival of 
conditions that prevailed in early 
tribal society. The hunting grounds 
of each tribe were bounded by some 
mountain, river or valley. Naturally, 
each tribe loved the land that yielded 



their sustenance. It was thus tha\ 
patriotism was born. . 

Gradually some stronger tribe suc- 
ceeded in vanquishing and subjugat- 
ing a weaker one. This process con- 
tinued until countries with more end 
more extended boundary lines came 
under the control of some powerful 
tribe. From these beginnings modern 
nations evolved. 

The early tribesmen had no fine 
moral conception of human relations 
and were much given to fetish wor- 
ship. But after the lapse of centuries 
new religious systems were born. The 
brotherhood of man and the father- 
hood of God was the new faith that 
took possession of the hearts of men 
—not the brotherhood of man in one 
valley, one county, one state, or one 
nation, but in all the world. 

But here is presented the strangest 
of all strange paradoxes. While pro- 
fessing adherence to the gospel of the 
brotherhood of man, Christian na- 
tions, with their boasted culture and 
enlightenment, are practicing exactly 
the moral code of ancient tribesmen, 
who, unlettered and unlearned, waged 
relentless and ruthless war against 
their kind. Then poisoned arrows 
were made to pierce tho quivering 
flesh of tribesmen who happened to 
live beyond the mountain or across 
the valley, while today shot and shell 
shatter the bodies of men who happen 
to live on the other cide of some 
boundary line. 

It had been the hooe of inter- 
nationalists that the solidarity of the 
Socialist movement had obliterated 
the tribal instincts of primitive mar, 
but the world war has demonstrated 
the fact that nationalism still pre- 
sents a formidable obstacle to the 
realization of the most cherished 
hopes that have been the inspiration 
of such dauntless souls as Karl Lieb- 
knecht, Jaures and Keir Hardie. 

"Oh, patriotism, what crimes are 
committed in thy name!" 



The Crowding Up Process 



By JOHN M. WORK. 

MAVE YOU ever heard it said 
that the times are too prosper- 
ous for Socialism to grow 
rapidly ? 

"When they get hit in the stomach 
they will begin to think." 

"Nothing but starvation will ever 
hammer anything into their heads." 

"As long as they have enough to 
eat they will be satisfied." 

Did you ever hear remarks like the 
above ? 

* * * • 

GREATER fallacies were never 
uttered. 

They contain just enough truth to 
make them dangerous. 

It is, of course, true that the ex- 
ploitation of the working class drives 
the workers' to become Socialists. 

But it is not true that the more 
a worker is exploited the more likely 
he is to become a Socialist. 

On the contrary, when a worker 
gets crowded down to a certain point, 
he becomes lost to the Socialist move- 
ment. 

A starving workingman seldom be- 
comes a Socialist. He is much more 
likely to become a tramp, losing all 
self-respect, all hope, and all desire 
for better things. 

» * * * 

IN MY experience in working for 
the cause, I have found it easier to 
convert a worker who is getting two 
or three or four dollars a day than 
one who is getting a dollar a day. 

Starvation destroys intellect. 

It destroys hope. 

It deafens one to the call of the 
higher. 

It is of the utmost importance to 
the Socialist movement that the 
working class should be crowded ' up 
— not down. It is decidedly to our in- 
terest to secure every betterment 
that can be obtained, thru legislation 
and thru unionism. 



Following the slump incidental to 

the beginning of the European v/ar. 
Armin Loewy, translator-secretary of 
the Hungarian Federation of the So- 
cialist Party, now reports that a 
steady growth of the federation mem- 
bership is being registered in all in- 
dustrial cities where there are Hun- 
garian settlements. The Hungarian 
daily, Elore, is also making gains. 



SOCIALISTS SWEEPING INTO POWER. 

But what will you do with the power when you get it? Can you 
administer the office after you are elected? 

Why not study LAW and equip youreelf to make good? Hoan, 
Mayor of Milwaukee, is a lawyer, — London, the Socialist Congress- 
man, is a lawyer, — and so on through the list. 

YOU CAN BECOME A LAWYER BY STUDYIN6 IN 
YOUR SPARE TIME. 

And there is just one place to take your law course — with— 

THE PEOPLE'S COLLEGE. 

1st, — Because it is YOUR College and doesn't charge you high prices 
for the sake of profit. 

2nd, — Because we have the best course from a capitalistic point of 
view, — -written by Professors from over 20 leading universities. 

3rd, — Because you get what no other school in the world can give 
you — the working class interpretation of law. 

4th, — Because you get a magnificent 14 volume Law library on en- 
rolment. 

5th, — Because you can earn as you learn— pay to suit your own con- 
venience and get expert personal help. . 
These are just a few of the reasons. We can't tell them all in this 
limited space. Write for free catalog today and get full particulars. 
Begin Today To Travel The Road To SUCCESS AND POWER. 



CLIP THE COUPON. 



DO IT NOW. 



THE PEOPLE'S COLLEGE, Fort Scott, Kansas. 

Dear Comrades: — Please send me full particulars con- 
cerning your Course in Law. 

Name.. Address 



'AMERICAN. /SOCIALIST.. 



Clubs of Four or More, 40 Weeks, 25 Cents. 




1,000 Delegates Applaud Capitalist Control of Democratic 




St. Louis Circus Repetition 
of Moose and G. O. P. Shows 

By G. A. HOEHN. 

ST. LOUIS, MO.— The political circus is over. The political Barnums 
who managed the performances at the St. Louis Coliseum last week 
may congratulate themselves upon their success. In the words of ancient 
Caesar of mighty Rome they may proudly announce: "Veni, Vidi, Vici! — 
I came, I saw, I triumphed! 

The National Democratic Convention was the third national political 
circus of American capitalism, following the Republican and Progressive 
circuses that gave their performance the week before. 

It was very similar to the two Chicago conventions. In name it was a 
democratic gathering supposed to transact business in a democratic manner. 
In reality there was nothing democratic about it. It was as little democratic 
as the Chicago Republican convention was republican, or as the Chicago 
Progressive convention was progressive. The same capitalist interests that 
permeated and controlled the Re- " 
publican and Bull Moose conventions 
guided the destinies of the Dem- 
ocratic national convention. 

Everything had been prearranged. 
The presidential candidates had been 
selected before the delegates reached 
the St. Louis Union Station. The 
platform came ready-made from the 
White House. And from the White 
House also came the order as to who 
should be nominated for Vice- 
President. During the last twelve 
months most powerful capitalist in- 
fluences have been at work in Wash- 
ington, D. C. In both houses of Con- 
gress and in the White House the 
invisible government of high finance, 
industrial monopolism and commer- 
cial piracy became firmly enthroned. 
Its voice carried the sound of absolut- 
ism, its merciless hand threatened 
ruin and destruction for those who 
would rot submit to its dictates. 

.Neither the United States Senate, 
nor the House of Representatives, 
nor the White House could escape the 
despotic influences of this invisible 
government. Imperialism — this high- 
ly developed state of modern Cap- 
italism — made the entire federal gov- 
ernmental machinery subservient to 
its desires and interests. This was 
again clearly and conclusively de- 
monstrated by the Democratic na- 
tional convention. 

Delegates There To Applaud. 
There were over 1000 delegates in 
attendance, but 99 per cent of them 
may not have realized the fact that 
they had practically nothing to say 
concerning the business of the con- 
vention. They were there to applaud 
the chief performers, to shout, to 
make noisy demonstrations whenever 
the official clown on the stage gave 
the signal, and, for the rest, to enjoy 
themselves and have a good time. 

On the first day of the convention 
the temporary chairman, Martin H. 
Glynn cf New York, made the key- 
note speech. Glynn came over from 



SAME OLD TWINS. 

Allan L. Benson, Socialist; can- 
didate for president believes that 
if Illinois and Missouri had laws 
similar to the New York statute., 
prohibiting use of the American 
flag for. advertising purposes the 
entire Republican and Democratic 
conventions would be liable to ar- 
rest. 

Benson in St. Louis said ^ie did 
not see much to choose between 
the Republican and Democratic 
platforms or candidates and de- 
clared "the effort to make the flag 
a political issue so much clap- 
trap." 

"No party can claim to have 
suddenly discovered 'Americanism' 
and the flag," said Benson. "Pre- 
sident Wilson is for 'America 
first'. Hughes is for 'undiluted 
Americanism'. The principles of 
both parties are practically the 
same as to preparedness." 



What 
the War 
Realty Means- 

G WAR is a pitiless revealer of 
motives. 

G The present war is a struggle 
for economic supremacy be- 
tween the capitalist interests 
of various nations. 

G But — what are - the deeper 
economic causes? The "law 
of motion" driving the nations 
to slaughter? 

SOCIALISM 
AND WAR 

By LOUIS B. BOUD1N 

Alitor •! "Tkt Tktwttkal SystM •! Kwl Mm." 

C This book tells you, in*a pop- 
ular but thoroughly scientific 
way. 

C "Socialism and War" has at- 
tracted attention in Europe 
and America. Boudin is a 
great Marxian scholar. His 
explanation of the economic 
basis of Imperialism is superb. 

C No scientific jargon — o 
clear intelligible study of 
Socialism, Capitalism and 
War. 

Price $1.10, Postpaid 

SOCIALIST PARTY, 
803 W. Madison St., Chicago. 



Washington, D. C, and what he said 
at the St. Louis convention had first 
been carefully gone over by the 
"Schoolmaster of Princeton" and 
others whose special duty it is to 
pull the political strings behind the 
scenes. 

Mr. Glynn's keynote speech made 
during the very first hour of the con- 
vention contained both the nomina- 
ting address and the platform. From 
the moment Glynn had concluded his 
arguments it was clear to everyone 
who listened to him that the conven- 
tion's work was already done and 
the delegates might as well, right 
then and there, have adjourned the 
meeting and returned home. 

But circus performances are neces- 
sary to entertain the masses. At 
every good circus there is also some 
legerdemains work, the prestidigita- 
teur is on hand to play his clever 
tricks, to amuse, to mystify, to 
chloroform the crowds. So it was at 
the St. Louis Coliseum. As a matter 
of form the convention remained in 
session for two days. While the men 
behind the scenes did the real work 
and prepared for the main per- 
formance leading "guardians of dem- 
ocracy" kept the delegates and 
visitors in continuous excitement by 
means of spread eagle speeches, 
waving of flags, etc. 

Wilson And Marshall Nominated. 

Ex-Governor Glynn, in his keynote 
speech, made it clear to every dele- 
gate and visitor that Woodrow Wilson 
and no other mortal in Uncle Sam's 
vast domains was worthy of leading 
the Democratic party in the coming 
presidential campaign. And at the 
same time the daily press published 
the news that Woodrow Wilson in- 
sisted on having Tom R. Marshall as 
his running mate for Vice-President. 

Hence Woodrow Wilson and Tom 
R. Marshall were nominated by ac- 
clamation I 

When Glynn made his keynote 
speech during the first hour of the 
convention Woodrow Wilson's Secre- 
tary of War had already arrived in 
St. Louis and brought with him the 
f'platform as drafted by President 
Wilson." Hence the 1000 or more 
delegates of the convention had noth- 
ing to say about the platform except 
to vote for it, shout for it, applaud 
it. The platform was also adopted by 
acclamation after some hot discus- 
sion on the woman's suffrage plank. 
The Platform Committee had in its 
report the clause, "recommend the 
extension of the franchise to the 
women of the country by the States 
upon the same terms as men." 
Translated into plain English this 
clause means that the National Dem- 
ocratic Convention refused to 
sanction woman's suffrage as a na- 



tional issue, but leave the entire 
matter to the several States to settle. 
Trying To Catch \ctes. 
But even this vague, evasive plank 
was too much for some of the dele- 
gates who were trying to hide their 
opposition to woman's suffrage be- 
hind the subterfuge that the adoption 
of such a clause was to interfere 
with State autonomy and" State's 
rights. Governor Ferguson of Texas 
insisted that the clause of the Plat- 
form refering to woman's suffrage 
was simply a political trick to catch 
votes. Ferguson offered a substitute 
the object of which was not to make 
any mention of woman's suffrage in 
the platform. The substitute was 
voted down and the above quoted 
plank was adopted. Time and space 
do not permit the discussion of the 
very lengthy platform. Fundamental- 
ly it is not different from the Re- 
publican platform. It is full of the 
usual laudation and praise of the 
Democratic party and its achieve 
ments, applauds and sanctions the 
work of the Wilson administration, 
contains several labor clauses, etc., 
etc: 

A St. Louis daily paper published 
the pictures of seven Democratic 
convention delegates who represent 
a combined wealth of about $7,000,- 
000,000 — seven thousand million dol- 
lars! These must certainly be the 
good old Democrats representing the 
welfare of the people! 

Two Features Encouraging. 
Two encouraging features of the 
St. Louis Democratic convention may 
be mentioned. The great majority of 
the delegates and almost all the 
visitors, fully fifteen thousand in 
number, demonstrated by their 
spontaneous applause and demonstra- 
tions that they were decidedly 
against militarism, against war, and 
for peace. When any speaker would 
refer to the duty of American 
statesmen and citizens to keep this 
country out of war, when they de- 
nounced militarism and heralded 
America as the pioneer of inter- 
national peace, 'both delegates and 
visitors applauded most heartily and 
most vigorously. When William Jen- 
nings Bryan, in addressing the con- 
vention, made an eloquent plea for 
world peace and warned against mil- 1 

itarism, he was honored by spontan- < , (Tune "Old" Tobacco Box) 
eous ovations of applause that made i There's a fellow that I know 
the big convention hall tremble j STtVhl* brain . 

And the second encouraging feat- : Enough t© nil a tub. 
ure Was the lively, at times very j Election day, he votes away 
bitter discussion on woman's suffrage. ( ^^STS^^Ur. hU cry you'll hear 
When some of the delegates Irom | rhere is no prosperity. . 
Nevada, Montana and other Western j Before election time, 



The Gold Dust Triplets Again 

THE THIRD gold dust triplet— the democratic party— has now held its 
convention, nominated its candidates, and adopted its platform. I may 
be compelled to change the title and say twins, for the progressive party 
seems to be on the brink of the grave. 

Anyhow, the democratic party has demonstrated again that it is a 
genuine brother of the republican and the progressive parties. Its platform, 
like theirs, breathes the spirit of capitalism and of exaggerated nationalism. 

It has a few more labor planks, naturally, for the convention was held 
a week later than the others, saw what the others had done, and decided to 
make a little^stronger bid for the labor vote. Like the other two, the dem- 
ocratic party stands for the interests of the capitalist class, and will do just 
as little for the working class as it can and get by. As in the case of the 
other parties, these planks were scared out of the democratic party by the 
rising Socialist vote. Therefore, the Socialist party, not the democratic 
party, is entitled to the credit for them. 

! " * * * * 

THESE PLANKS are minor matters to the democratic party. Their 
purpose is merely to catch votes. 

The great body of the platform is devotel to boasting about the alleged 
achievements of the democratic administration, and boosting for nationalism, 
preparedness and foreign markets. 

The platform says that the life, health and strength of the men, women 
and children of the nation are its greatest asset. 
This' is true. 

If the platform stood for- principles which would give the utmost life, 
health and- strength to the ; men, women and children of the nation, it 
would be all right. 
But it does not. 

On -jthe contrary, after . boasting about the achievements of the ad- 
ministration — of which all the good ones were frightened out of them by 
the rising Socialist vote — they proceed to say that they must now remove, 
so far $6 possible, every remaining element of unrest and uncertainty from 
the path of the business men of America and secure for them a continued 
period, of quiet, assured and confident prosperity. 

' ; HC * * * 

DOf,yOU get that? ' 

Jf...the democratic party : had ever been anything else than a political 
representative of capitalism, one could say that this plank is a complete 
surrender to the capitalist class. But how can a party surrender to those 
who already own and control it? 

This plank merely shows distinctly who does own and control the party. 
It shows that the party is body and soul the property of the capitalist class. 
It stands for the continuation of capitalism with all its long and hideous 
train of woes. 

In order to abolish evils, it is entirely necessary to cause unrest and 
uncertainty among the big business men who profit by the continuance of 
these evils. 

To paraphrase something which I said in my previous article, the dem- 
ocrats are fully aware of the fact that hundreds of Americans die of starva- 
tion each year. They know that millions of Americans are underfed all the 



By JOHN M. WORK, 



time. They know that hundreds of thousands of Americans are compelleo 
to accept degrading charity. They know that every little while millions oi 
Americans tramp the streets in a vain attempt to find an opp6rtunity tc 
earn a living.. They know that thousands of Americans are killed, and 
hundreds of thousands injured, by preventable accidents. They know that 
thousands of Americans are driven to suicide. They know that thousands of 
Americans are driven to insanity. They know that hundreds of thousands of 
Americans are driven to crime. They know that hundreds of thousands of 
American girls and women are driven to prostitution. 

Do they propose to abolish these evils? 

Not on your life. 

* * * * ■» 

IN THE face of these infamous outrages, they have the astounding 
gall ttf say that we must remove every element of unrest and uncertainty 
from the path of business. 

So, there you have it. , 

All .three of the other parties have now had their say, and have proved 
themselves, as usual, the consistent representatives of the capitalist class. 

Thtt ; Socialist party is the political representative of all the peonle who 
do the 'necessary and useful mental and manual, work. It is to the interest 
of all el them to work for Socialism and vote the Socialist ticket. 

WSH they do it ? 

They will if we let them know what's what. 

AS I said lart week, the only reason why vast hordes of the people 
fall tot the tricks of the capitalist parties is because they don't know any 
better/ And the leason they don't know any better i-j because they read 
nothing- but the capitalist papers. . 

Iri> order to make Socialists out of them, ail that is necessary is to get 
them to read the Socialist papers. 

Iii my humble opinion, we should make this our great work of propa- 
ganda. When the majority of the people of the United States read Socialist 
papers regularly, we will have Socialism' — and not till then. 

Therefore, it is our supreme duty to boost the subscription lists of the 
Socialist papers. 

Get people to pay for their own subscriptions whenever you can. 

But, for the purposes of the campaign, we cannot stoo with that. We 
must go down in our pockets and put vast numbers of the voters on the 
subscription lists of the Socialist papers until election. This is the greatest 
duty lying before us in the immediate future. 

* * * * 

I RENEW my offer to pay my proportion of the amount of money 
required to put The American Socialist in the hands of all the voters of the 
nation, who do not read any other Socialist paper, until election. If it takes 
twenty-five dollars apiece, all right; that is dirt cheap. If it takes a hundred 
dollars apiece, all right. . 

What is the use in living, anyhow, unless one makes his life count for 
something. . , 

And what is the use in doing dinky things, when we can just as well 
do big things, and thus realize our hopes quickly? 

Will you take me up on this proposition? 



Henry Dubb 

By D. W. Guiles. 



States, defied the opponents of 
woman's suffrage in the strongest 
language and when both sides 
warmed up to fever heat the writer 
of these lines had to admit that the 
cause of woman's suffrage has made 
wonderful progress when its _ ad- 
vocates can compel a big national 
convention to go thru such a bitter 
fight about it! 

With the Republican, Democratic 
and Progressive conventions behind 
us the American working class can 
now look over the field of battle and 
find out on which side to line up. 
Compare the old party conventions, 
their platforms, their candidates — 
everything thoroly and genuinely 
capitalistic. I conclude these lines 
with the following paragraph from 
the convention editorial of St. Louis 
Labor: 

"The only working class ticket 
nominated by a working class party 
on a working class platform is the 
ticket of the Socialist Party — Allan 
L. Benson and George R. Kirk- 
patrick. It is the duty of every in- 
telligent, class-conscious working 
man and woman to rally to the 
standard of the Socialist Party in 
this coming campaign. There is no 
sense in following the political ban- 
ners of Capitalism!" 



Tbe English Labor Year Book 

A MINE OP INFORMATION ABOUT 
THE ENGLISH LABOR MOVEMENT. 

The first Labor Year Book for England has just been published and 
It few copies have been secured by the National Office for the benefit 
of our readers. It covers conditions in England only but is of great in- 
terest to all students of labor conditions. 

The Year Book is issued under the auspices of the Trades Union 
Congress, the Executive Committee of the Labor Party, and the Fabian 
Research Department. Thus all the forces of labor, political and in- 
dustrial, have co-operated in publishing the book. This makes it unique 
and especially valuable. 

Besides special articles by Bernard Shaw, Arthur Henderson, J. A. 
Seddon, Philip Snowden, Emile Vandervelde and others, the book con- 
tains chapters on the following subjects: Labor and the War, 78 pages; 
The Industrial Labor Movement, 210 pages;; The Political Labor Move- 
ment, 80 pages; The Co-operative Movement, 20 pages; The International 
Working-class Movement, 38 pages; The Imperial and National Govern- 
ment (of England) 21 pages; Local Government, 61 pages; Social In- 
surance, 47 pages, making a total of 697 pages, with complete index. 

If you want to understand the relationship between the English So- 
cialist and Labor movements, or the Co-operative movement, or if you 
want a digest of the political conditions in the other large countries of 
the world, this book gives it. We can only hint at the information in 
the 700 pages. 

Price, paper-bound, only 50 cents, prepaid. 



Some onfe (fives him a job, you see, 
And tell* him, "if he don't vote right, 
They'll close the factory." 
He marks his ballot where he's told; 
Then ■ gets these words of cheer, 
A cheaper man will take your place, 
Come back this time next year. 
CHORUS: 

HENRy! DUBB there's one bom every minute 
There's a great long list, and I ponder If 

yeji're in it. 
Do you vote to own the. tools that you must 

, , use to « arn your grub, , ' , , , 
Or did your folks spend twenty years* to raise 

a HENRY DUBB? 

Once Henry got a good long job, <:<■ 

Which ' he was thankful for. 

They took the most of what he made 

Preparing for a war. 

They built a line torpedo boat. 

Then started up n scrap. 

Said Henry dear, "Jump right on here, 

You ana a noble chap." 

Brass buttons and a uniform 

They made him feel so line. 

Until some other nation'n "Dubbs" 

Came sailing o'er the brine. 

They aimed a shot, and 

Henry got it in his magazine. 

He started for the bottom, 

That's the last time he was seen. (Chorus.) 

Now Henry cot some papers 
From the Chamber of Commerce. 
He had • the Western fever 
Time he read the second verse. 
He sold his stuff for nothing 
Like a lot of other chumps, 
Came West and bought ten acres, 
That was covered with big stumps. 
He couldn't make a living there 
So he to the City went. 
He was arrested for a vag 
For he didn't have a cent. 
Six months upon the rock pile 
Where he nearly starved for grub. 
They turned him loose, and wired ahead 
"Look out for Henry Dubb. : ' (Chorus) 

He saw the battle cry of Peace, 
And that's what made him Beared. 
So he went and joined the army. 
So he'd always be prepared 
To give his life defending some, 
Rich rascals property. 



that , these are average wages, and 
not ACTUAL wages, and that the 
workers are subjected to irregular 
employment and all the pleasant ac- 
companiments of modern industrial- 
ism. The average earnings of the 
stockholders are not given, but it is 
believed that the holder of a few 
shares of stock would get more per 
year than the highest paid employee. 

The figures for workers in the 
woolen industry are about the same 
as those for workers in the cotton 
industry. In the silk industry, how- 
ever, there are wider fluctuations — 
within narrow limits. Men loom 
fixers get $17.92 a week on this basis, 
while the women who wind hard silk 
get only $6.54. 

Hope For Change. 

The Bureau of Labor Statistics 
makes no report on labor costs, althc 
it is a well known fact that labor 
costs in practically every industry 
are decreasing; that is to say, tha 
while wages nominally are increas 
ing, and while the payrolls are grow- 
ing, the actual cost per unit of pro 
duct of labor is going down. 

Friends of labor who understand 
the situation in the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics are disgusted with the way 
this place is run. Probably there is 
nc hope of a change. 



A Brief Compilation 



Industrial 



of the 
Commission 



Report. 



This compilation is in vest 
pocket form and contains extracts 
from the report of the Commis- 
sion. These extracts were made 
by Fred Warren. The booklet is 
issued by the People's College. 

The report of this Commission 
is one of the most stunning 
documents ever issued by the 
United States Government and the 
gist of it should be in the posses- 



Far a cross the sea. 

Old Villa heard of John D. and > his Ludlow 
massacre 

He did almost as bad down there two Weeks 

ago or three 
John D. still teaches Sunday School,,, 
And tells them how to pray. 1 
While Henry's chasing Villa in the 
Sand hills far away. t . (Chorus) 



JINGOISM GETS SETBACK. 
Frantic jingoism received a set- 
back when it invaded tbe Milwaukee 
school board, five of whose 15 mem- 
bers are Socialists. The first skirmish 
in the school board rules committee 
ended by a vote of three to two, in 
turning down the request of federal 

recruiting officers asking for the ; K Jt b^down in Mexico or 
names and addresses of high school " 
graduates over the age of 18 to for- 
ward to them army literature. The 
vote came after Mrs. Meta Berger, 
wife of Victor L. Berger, the presi- 
dent of the board, had characterized 
the present "preparedness" move- 
ment as "military hysteria". 

Directors Miss E. H. Thomas, Paul 
Ramstack and Morris • Stern, Social- 
ists, also argued against granting the 
request, the latter asserting he would 
not care to have a son of his receive 
the United States army literature. 

When the roll was called Director 
Mrs. Simon Kander joined the two 
socialist members of the committee, 
Directors Thomas and Stern, and 
defeated the motion of Dr. C. L. 
Kissling to recommend to the board 
that the request be granted. 

"Some time ago I voted against a 
resolution to permit the display of 
army posters in the schools," said 
•Mrs. Berger. "The resolution was 
passed but I never saw any of the 
posters, proving in my mind that it 
was a political move." 
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HOW STATISTICS AREj MADE. 
(Special Correspondence.) 
WASHINGTON. — Labor statistics 
years old and of no value except to 
professional statisticians and man- 
ufacturers have just been: ' published 
by the well known and inadequate 
Bureau of Labor Statistics, the 
Honorable Royal Meeker, Commis- 
sioner. The figures in question are 
heralded : as showing a tendency to- 
ward shorter hours and higher, wages 
in the cotton, woolen and silk in- 
dustries. They show this, but they do 
not show anything about extra 
dividends, profits increased • out of 
pioportion to increased wages, speed 
ing up, or the rise in the cost of liv- 
ing. 

This bulletin, which is No. 190 in 
a series of equally useless bulletins, 
is another piece of evidence that the 
Eureau of Labor Statistics under the 
Democratic Administration has de- 
cided not to make a single investiga 
tion "with teeth in it." Had the own- 
ers of the cotton, woolen and silk in 
dustries hired the Bureau to make 
this study for them, they could not 
have got a better advertisement. Ii» 
spite of the revelations of lang hours 
and low wages, in spite of disclosures 
of unemployment, the bureau cheer 
fully declares that, — 

Profits Not Given. 
"For several years there has been 
in the three industries a general ten 
dency toward shorter hours and 
higher wages." *. 



CONSCRIPTION AND THE GUARD 
Thanks to the Hay-Chambei lain 
Act we are now confronted with com- 
pulsory service campaigns headed by 
the National Guard in any and every 
state where the Guard wishes to se- 
cure the benefit of the Federal Sub- 
sidy. Under the new law, which the 
President signed without comment on 
Saturday, June 3, the National 
Guard of the various states is now to 
be "federalized" and heavily sub- 
sidized. The appropriation bill now 
going thru Congress to take care of 
the situation created by the new law 
appropriates $2,225,000 for pay for 
the officers of the National Guard, 
$7,750,000 for pay for the men and 
general appropriations amounting to 
$17,800,000. In five years the appro- 
priations must automatically reach 
between $50,000,000 and $75,000,000 
to take care of the increases pro- 
vided by the law. The enlisted man 
in the National Guard will now 
ceive one-fourth the Dav of the en- 
listed man in the regular army; 
second lieutenants will receive $200 
per year, first lieutenants $240, cap- 
tains and chose above that rank, $300 
per year. 

Query: What is the National 
Guard doing in YOUR state? Keep 
your eyes on it. 



Entered as second-class matter, July 21, 1914, 
at th* post-oflice at Chicago, 111,, under the 
Act of March 3, 1879. 
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Roosevelt, The Betrayer, Is 
Down And Out, Says Gene Debs 

' : (Special Correspondence.) 

TERRE HAUTE, IND.— "Of course Roosevelt is out of politics. There 
was nothing left for him to do but withdraw, leaving nothing. 

"Roosevelt has been repudiated by the republicans and by the real pro- 
gressives, whom he betrayed. This biggest of four flushers, this Dr. Cook 
of politics, is thru — because the American people have found him out." 

Thus spoke Eugene V. Debs, who has himself been a candidate before 
the people for the office of president of the United States, and is now the 
Socialist candidate for congress in the Fifth Indiana District. 

Debs is home for a brief visit. He leaves on a lecturing tour of the north- 
west in a day or two. 

"Mr. Roosevelt has been chasing the nomination for the presidency up 
hill and down ever since Mr. Taft displeased him," said Debs. "And in his 
pursuit he has violated all the re- 
cognized methods of political decency. 
At Chicago, the republican leaders 
beat him to it by treating him with 
cold contempt. He doesn't have to 
eliminate himself. He has already 
been eliminated. The man he recom- 
mended to the Chicago republican 
convention got seven negro votes. If 
Roosevelt felt that he had the ghost 
of a show of being elected on the pro- 
gressive ticket he would never have 
dreamed of refusing the nomination. 
He brought the progressive party by 
his leadership to a position of almost 
commanding importance. He has been 
telling, "his followers what the repub- 
licans 'must do — that there must be 
no compromise on the part of the pro- 
gressives. And when he found he 
couldij't^get the republican nomination 
he deserted the party he helped create 
— lef t ? it without a candidate. 

"But' I believe the progressives will 
nominate another candidate for the 
presidency. They can't avoid doing so 
without destroying the party. 

"But Roosevelt is thru. There's no 
room for him in any party. For years 
he has been backed by the trusts. He 
has been feted by the plutocrats while 
at the same time posing as the great 
champion of the common people. This 
past master in the art of demagoguery 
has been the most autocratic of our 
public men — the arch dictator who 
branded as liars and crooks those 
who dared differ with him. His treat- 
ment of. Harriman was characteristic 
of him. After accepting financial aid Ru . g .. n . driVB wedge . 

from Harriman and being accidentally I lines; Petrograd reports prisoners now reach 

caught 1 at it Roosevelt turned on 
Harriman instead of acting the part 
of a man and acknowledging his part 
in the transaction. 

"As -for Justice Hughes, he is a 
standpatter of the standpatters, the 
representative of big interests and 
the fde to organized labor. In declar 1 -* 
ing organized labor to be a trust in 
the Danbury hatters' case he robbed 
many a poor man of his home." 



BUNDLE RATES.— Bundla Rates One Year 
to one Address : 4 copies, $1 ; 3 copies, $2 ; 10 
copies, $2.5Q; 25 copies, $6.25; 60 copies, 
$12.50; 100 copies, $25.00. Bundle Rates of 
Any Issue: 1,000, $5; 500, $2.50; 200, $1? 
100. 50 cents. 



SATURDAY, JUNE 24, 1916. 



PENNSYLVANIA ENCAMPMENT, 
Socialists of Northwestern Penn- 
sylvania are taking great interest in 
an encampment whieh opened at Ex- 
position Park, Conneaut Lake, Pa., 
on June 18th and continues until 
June 27th. A large crowd is expected 
to visit the canvas city. In addition 
to interesting lectures and discus- 
sions on Socialism, there will be 
bathing, boating, fishing, racing, 
bowling, dancing, baseball, tennis 
and many other games. 



WALKER WANTS ADDRESS. 

During his illness, following his 
return home from The American So- 
cialist Lecture Course, Comrade Ryan 
Walker lost the letter sent him by a 
ccmrade with some sketches by a 
young cartoonist. Comrade WalWfer 



dress. 



Due Stamp Dater. 

PVERY Local Secretary should 
"have a Due Stamp Canceller. 
We furnish dater with the neces- 
sary rubber dates for 60 cents. 

ft tt«„ m„,*4- - _1 1, J 



PREDICTION COMES TRUE. 
Our'prediction that if the proposed 
subsidy? to the National Guard went 
into effect, the country would be con- 
fronted with a political-military 
machine organized to carry on a 
determined campaign for more funds 
and 'still more funds, has been con- 
firmed with startling promptness. 
We have come into possession of an 
artless letter . written by General A. 
B. Critchfield of the Ohio National 
Guard, congratulating the members 
of the militia on the victory won for 
them in the passage of the Hay- 
Chamberlain bill and urging that the 
guardsmen make it their business to 
rally around the candidacy of con- 
gressmen and senators who are 
pledged to aid the National Guard :*n 
getting what it wants. The letter 
especially urges that Gen. Dick, 



would like to get the comrade's age? ^author of the infamous "Dick Bill" 



be re-nominated and re-elected Uni- 
ted States Senator. Workers: Get be- 
hind the Socialist ticket in Ohio and 
elsewhere and see that it is elected. 



Resolutions were passed by the 
recent Oh^o state convention urging 
the national organization thru its 
national executive committee to call 
a Pan-American Socialist Conference 



MONDAY, JUNE 12. 

Germans launch counter offensive in north- 
ern Russia in effort to halt great Slav drive 
against Austro-Hungarians in south ; French 
repulse rencated t'icrman attacks to the north- 
east of Verdun. 

Wilson , administration igain declares there 
are signs of serious trouble in Mexico; look- 
ing for opportunity to intervene. 

WEDNESDAY, iUNE J4. 

Five thousand women form "Golden Lane 
of Silence" in St. Louis in effort to Win 
suffrage plank from Democratic convention. 

Increasing cost of living results in food 
riots in Rotterdam and other cities of Hol- 
lon; Socialists join in demonstration; plan 
embargo against Germany. 

THURSDAY, JUNE 15. 

Wilson renominated for presidency by ac- 
clamation; Marshall renominated for vice 
presidency. 

Russians drive wedges deeper into Austrian 



150,000. 

FRIDAY, JUNE 16. 
Democratic suffrage plank denounced by 
leaders of women's national association, but 
southern suffragists are satisfied. 

British deny Turk claim to victory below 
Kut-el-Amara. Moslems, however, reiterate 
story of enemy's retreat. 

SATURDAY, JUNE 17. 
New crises arises in Mexican situation when 
new punitive expedition is sent across Rio 
Grande below Maamoros. 

Paternalistic United States Steel Corpora- 
tion raises rent of slaves dwelling in com- 
pany owned houses at Gary, Ind. 
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AIROALE PUPS and D06S. 

Comrades, you need one. Mention! 

i The American Socialist. 
Comrade Airedales, Pasco, Wash. 



ARE YOU AN AGNOSTIC? 

Better send 50 cts for one year subscription 
to one of the hottest papers in the Universe. 
Sample copies 10 cts. 
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